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This Appendix provides a comprehensive breakdown of the Applicant’s compliance to the 
legislation and guidance relevant to the pre-application consultation for Nationally Significant 
Infrastructure Projects. 
 
The legislation and guidance comprises: 

• The Planning Act 2008  
• The Infrastructure Planning: (Application: Prescribed Form and Procedure) Regulation 2009  
• Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017  
• Planning Act 2008: Pre-application stage for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects 

(April 2024) 
 
This Appendix also contains the Adequacy of Consultation Milestone Statement provided to PINS 
in February 2025 and subsequently updated in April 2025 (Appendix 1). 
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1.1 The Planning Act 2008  

Reference  Legislation Compliance 
Section 42 Duty to consult.  

 
1) The applicant must 
consult the following 
about the proposed 
application: 
a) Such persons as 
may be prescribed  

The Applicant consulted all relevant prescribed consultees, as defined under Regulation 
11(1)(a) of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 
2017 (EIA Regulations) and Regulation 3 and Schedule 1 of The Infrastructure Planning 
(Applications; Prescribed Forms and Procedure) Regulations 2009 (APFP Regulations). 
 
A Scoping Opinion was adopted by the Planning Inspectorate (on behalf of the Secretary 
of State) on 30 August 2024 and included the list of consultation bodies notified by the 
Planning Inspectorate under Regulation 11(1)(a) of the EIA Regulations.  The Applicant 
ensured consistency with this list of consultees. 
 
Having consulted all statutorily prescribed bodies as identified by the Planning 
Inspectorate's Scoping Opinion, the Applicant fulfilled the duty to consult as outlined in 
Regulation 11(1)(a) of the EIA Regulations and associated APFP Regulations. 
 
The Applicant also consulted with non-prescribed consultees. A full list of stakeholders the 
Applicant engaged with is provided in Appendix 3.2 of the Consultation Report 
(EN010170/APP/GH5.3). 

b)   Each local 
authority that is within 
Section 43  

The Applicant consulted each local authority within s43. The local authorities are listed 
below. 
 
 
Local authority Classification under Section 

43 
North Northamptonshire 
Council 

B 

West Northamptonshire 
Council 

B 

Milton Keynes City Council B 
Bedfordshire Borough Council A 
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Central Bedfordshire Council A 
Buckinghamshire Council A 
Cherwell District Council A 
Stratford-on-Avon District 
Council 

A 

Rugby Borough Council A 
Harborough District Council A 
Rutland County Council A 
Peterborough City Council A 
Huntingdonshire District 
Council 

A 

South Kesteven District 
Council 

A 

Oxfordshire  A 
Warwickshire  A 
Leicestershire  A 
Lincolnshire  A 
Cambridgeshire  A  

d) each person who is 
within one or more of 
the categories set out 
in Section 44. 

The Applicant consulted each person which is within one or more of the categories set out 
in s44. This is described in Section 8 of the Consultation Report. A list of land interests is 
provided in the Book of References in X. 

Section 45 Timetable for 
consultation under 
Section 42  
  
1) The applicant must, 
when consulting a 
person under section 
42, notify the person 

Section 42 consultees (including those defined under section 43 and section 44) were 
notified of the commencement of the section 42 consultation in writing on or before 30 
October 2024 via post.  
The letter informed section 42 consultees of the PEIR, which formed part of the section 42 
consultation document (under s45(3) of the Act) and directed towards the section 47 
community consultation materials. 
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of the deadline for the 
receipt by the 
applicant of the 
person's response to 
the consultation. 

All defined consultation periods (non-statutory, statutory and targeted consultation) were 
held for a minimum of 28 days.  The section 42 consultation period commenced on 7 
November and ended on 19 December 2024, providing a response period of 42 days.   
 
To comply with Section 42(1)(d) of the Act, the Applicant identified and consulted 364 
individuals under Section 44 of the Act through diligent inquiry, including reviewing public 
data, sending out a Land Interest Questionnaire, undertaking site visits, and erecting site 
notices. The Applicant conducted a targeted consultation from March 13 to April 10, 2025, 
to gather feedback on specific minor changes to the proposed Scheme’s Order Limits.  
These changes, related to transport and access, were necessary to ensure sufficient land 
was available for vehicle access to the sites and the Cable Route Search Area.  
 
The consultation period was 28 days, with an additional 7-day extension for feedback 
received via Freepost to accommodate postal delays, thus the Applicant received 
feedback via Freepost until April 17, 2025. The Applicant also advertised the targeted 
consultation in local newspapers during the week commencing March 18, 2025 

2) A deadline notified 
under subsection (1) 
must not be earlier 
than the end of the 
period of 28 days that 
begins with the day 
after the day on which 
the person receives 
the consultation 
documents. 

3) In subsection (2) 
“the consultation 
documents” means 
the documents 
supplied to the person 
by the applicant for 
the purpose of 
consulting the person.  

The consultation documents provided to all Section 42 consultees comprised of: 
• A covering letter (see Appendix 7.1 of the Consultation Report 

(EN010170/APP/GH5.7)) containing information on the Scheme. 
• A web link to page containing the full Preliminary Environmental Information Report 

(PEIR) including a Non-Technical Summary (‘PEIR NTS’), and Indicative Masterplan.  
• A hard copy of the notice publicised in accordance with section 48 of the Act (including 

details of the public consultation events and the locations where the consultation 
documents could be inspected free of charge) (see Appendix 7.2 of the Consultation 
Report (EN010170/APP/GH5.7)). 

 
The consultation documents provided to all Section 42 consultees included a covering 
letter with Scheme information, a web link to the Preliminary Environmental Information 
Report (PEIR) and associated documents, and a hard copy of the Section 48 notice.     
 
The covering letter served to inform the consultees about the Scheme. 
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The web link gave access to the full PEIR, Non-Technical Summary (NTS), and Indicative 
Masterplan, providing detailed information on the project and its potential environmental 
impacts.     
 
The hard copy of the Section 48 notice detailed the public consultation events and 
locations where consultation documents could be inspected, ensuring consultees were 
aware of how to engage with the consultation process. 

Section 46 Duty to notify 
Secretary of State of 
proposed 
application. 
  
1) The applicant must 
supply the Secretary 
of State with such 
information in relation 
to the proposed 
application as the 
applicant would 
supply to the 
Secretary of State for 
the purpose of 
complying with section 
42 if the applicant 
were required by that 
section to consult the 
Secretary of State 
about the proposed 
application. 

The Applicant notified the Planning Inspectorate of the proposed application electronically 
on 30 October 2024, including the following attachments: 
 
Section 46 notification letter (Appendix 7.5 of the Consultation Report 
(EN010170/APP/GH5.7), including a link to the consultation materials on the Scheme 
website. 
• Example copies of the section 42 covering letters (one letter type being for section 42 

consultees and the other one for s44 consultees); 
• Site plan showing the location of the Scheme (included in Appendix 7.6 of the 

Consultation Report (EN010170/APP/GH5.7)); and 
• A copy of the notice publicising the Application under section 48 of the Act (including 

details of the public consultation events and the locations where the consultation 
documents could be inspected free of charge). 

 
To satisfy Section 46 of the Act, the Applicant submitted the necessary information 
electronically to the Planning Inspectorate on October 30, 2024. This submission, made 
prior to the Section 42 consultation as required by Section 46(1) of the Planning Act 2008, 
aimed to provide the Secretary of State with the same details as those consulted under 
Section 42. The documentation included a Section 46 notification letter (with a link to the 
Scheme website's consultation materials), sample Section 42 cover letters for different 
groups, a site plan, and a copy of the Section 48 notice. 

2) The applicant must 
comply with 
subsection (1) on or 
before commencing 
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consultation under 
section 42.  

Section 47 Duty to consult local 
community  
 
1) The applicant must 
prepare a statement 
setting out how the 
applicant proposes to 
consult, about the 
proposed application, 
people living in the 
vicinity of the land.  

 
To meet the requirements of Section 47 of the Planning Act 2008, the Applicant prepared 
a Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC).  This document outlined how the 
Applicant proposed to consult with people living in the vicinity of the proposed Green Hill 
Solar Farm.  The development of the SoCC involved consultation with the relevant local 
authorities.  Details of this process, including the consultation with the local authorities 
within s43(1) of the Act, are provided in Section 8 of the Consultation Report. 

2)  Before preparing 
the statement, the 
applicant must consult 
each local authority 
that is within section 
43(1) about what is to 
be in the statement.  

Initially, in February 2024, the Applicant informally consulted North Northamptonshire 
Council and West Northamptonshire Council on the approach to statutory consultation 
through introductory meetings and a notice outlining the Applicant's intended approach to 
consultation and providing initial details regarding the draft SoCC. Following the 
acquisition of Green Hill G, the Applicant presented the approach to consultation on 29 
August 2024.  
   
The Applicant formally consulted each host local authority on the draft SoCC within 
s43(1), via email on 12 August 2024. These were:  
North Northamptonshire Council  
West Northamptonshire Council  
Milton Keynes City Council 
 
The Applicant provided 29 days for local authorities to provide their response to the draft 
SoCC. The deadline provided was 20 September 2024.  
A detailed overview of the how the Applicant responded to the comments is provided in 
Section 10 of the Consultation Report.  
 
The Applicant allowed 29 days for the local authorities to respond to the draft SoCC, with 
a deadline set for September 20, 2024.     

3)  The deadline for 
the receipt by the 
applicant of a local 
authority's response 
to consultation under 
subsection (2) is the 
end of the period of 28 
days that begins with 
the day after the day 
on which the local 
authority receives the 
consultation 
documents.  
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Consultation responses were received from West Northamptonshire Council and North 
Northamptonshire Council.  Milton Keynes City Council acknowledged receipt of the draft 
SoCC and confirmed their satisfaction with the proposed consultation approach.     
 
A detailed overview of how the Applicant responded to the comments received during the 
SoCC consultation process is provided in Section 6 of the Consultation Report. 

4) In subsection (3) 
“the consultation 
documents” means 
the documents 
supplied to the local 
authority by the 
applicant for the 
purpose of consulting 
the local authority 
under subsection (2).  

The consultation documents supplied to the local authorities identified above by the 
Applicant included: 
• An explanatory cover email 
• The draft SoCC. 
 
 

5) In preparing the 
statement, the 
applicant must have 
regard to any 
response to 
consultation under 
subsection (2) that is 
received by the 
applicant before the 
deadline imposed by 
subsection (3).  

The Applicant had regard to all relevant comments received on the draft SoCC.  
Details of the comments received and how the Applicant responded are provided in 
Section 6 of the Consultation Report. 
 
West Northamptonshire Council and North Northamptonshire Council provided 
substantive comments on the draft SoCC. 
 
Milton Keynes City Council acknowledged receipt of the draft SoCC and confirmed they 
were satisfied with the proposed consultation approach, offering no objections. 
 
The Applicant then reviewed all feedback received and incorporated it where reasonably 
feasible. A formal response detailing how the Applicant addressed the authorities' 
comments was issued to the host authorities on November 5, 2024, prior to the SoCC's 
publication on November 7, 2024.  
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Further details of the specific comments received, and the Applicant's responses are 
provided in Section 6 of the Consultation Report. 

6) Once the applicant 
has prepared the 
statement, the 
applicant must  make 
the statement 
available for 
inspection by the 
public in a way that is 
reasonably convenient 
for people living in the 
vicinity of the land,   
 
a) publish in a 
newspaper circulating 
in the vicinity of the 
land, a notice stating 
where and when the 
statement can be 
inspected, and  
 
 b) publish the 
statement in such 
manner as may be 
prescribed.  

The SoCC was publicised across the consultation area as detailed in Section 6. 
The notices publicising the SoCC in accordance with Section 47(6) were placed in local 
publications. Details of the notices in local publications are in the table below.  
 
Publication  Format Date of notice  

Daventry Press  Print Thursday 31 October 2024 

Northampton Chronicle & 
Echo 

Print Thursday 31 October 2024 

Northamptonshire Telegraph Print Thursday 31 October 2024 

Milton Keynes Citizen Print Thursday 31 October 2024 

The Bucks Herald (Milton 
Keynes)  

Print Wednesday 30 October 
2024 

Times and Citizen 
(Bedfordshire) 

Print  Thursday 31 October 2024 

 
Copies of the SoCC advert as published in the local newspapers are provided Appendix 
5.1 of the Consultation Report (EN010170/APP/GH5.5). 
 
To comply with Section 47(6) of the Planning Act 2008, the Applicant publicised the 
Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) through several methods to ensure it was 
reasonably convenient for people living in the vicinity of the land to inspect it. This 
included: 
 
Publishing notices in local newspapers circulating in the area, specifically the Daventry 
Express, Northampton Chronicle & Echo, Northamptonshire Telegraph, Milton Keynes 
Citizen, The Bucks Herald, and Times and Citizen (Bedfordshire).    
 
Making printed copies of the SoCC available for inspection at local information points, 
such as Moulton Library and Rothwell Community Library.    
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Publishing the SoCC on the Scheme website to allow for digital access.    
 
Providing copies of the final published SoCC to the relevant host and neighbouring 
authorities 
 

7) The applicant must 
carry out consultation 
in accordance with the 
proposals set out in 
the statement. 

The Applicant undertook consultation under Section 47 of the Act in accordance with the 
SoCC.  
See Section 6 of the Consultation Report for a summary of the actions undertaken by the 
Applicant to meet the obligations outlined in the SoCC. 
 
 Further information on the Applicant's compliance to the commitments in the SoCC is 
provided in Section 6 of the Consultation Report. 

Section 48 Duty to publicise   
 
1) The applicant must 
publicise the proposed 
application in the 
prescribed manner.  

The Section 48 notice included a deadline of 19 December 2024 for receipt of responses 
to the publicity, meaning a total of 42 days and therefore exceeding the 28 days statutory 
minimum response time. 
 
To fulfil the duty to publicise the proposed application as required by Section 48 of the Act, 
the Applicant undertook the following actions: Notices were published in both national and 
local newspapers. The national newspapers included The Guardian and The London 
Gazette, with notices appearing on October 31, 2024. Local newspapers, namely the 
Northamptonshire Telegraph, Milton Keynes Citizen, and Times and Citizen 
(Bedfordshire), featured the notices on both October 31, 2024, and November 7, 2024. 
The Section 48 notices included a deadline of December 19, 2024, for the receipt of 
responses, providing a total of 42 days for response, which exceeded the statutory 
minimum of 28 days. 

2) Regulations made 
for the purposes of 
subsection (1) must, 
in particular, make 
provision for publicity 
under subsection (1) 
to include a deadline 
for receipt by the 
applicant of responses 
to the publicity.  

Section 4 Duty to take account 
of responses to 
consultation and 
publicity   

The Applicant has had regard to all relevant responses in accordance with Section 49 and 
has acted upon them where possible. 
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(1) Subsection (2) 
applies where the 
applicant 
a) has complied with 
sections 42, 47 and 
48, and 
 
b) proposes to go 
ahead with making an 
application for an 
order granting 
development consent 
(whether or not in the 
same terms as the 
proposed application).  

Compliance with Section 49 (2) is demonstrated in Sections 7 and 8 of the Consultation 
Report for Sections 47, 42 and 48, respectively.  
 
A summary of the responses received and the Applicant’s responses to feedback are 
detailed in the Consultation Report and its appendices.     
 
The responses from LPAs to the draft SoCC can be found in Appendix 5.2 of the 
Consultation Report (EN010170/APP/GH5.5). 
 
A detailed summary of qualitative data from the s47 consultees during the statutory 
consultation, including how the Applicant has considered this feedback, can be found in 
Appendix 10 of the Consultation Report (EN010170/APP/GH5.10).     
 
A detailed summary of the qualitative responses from s42 consultees and section 44 
consultees during the statutory consultation, including how the Applicant has considered 
this feedback, can be found in Appendix 8 of the Consultation Report 
(EN010170/APP/GH5.8).     
 
The thematic summary of the key themes emerging from the feedback from Section 42 
Prescribed Consultees and Section 47 Community Consultation, are available in Section 
10.  
 
Detailed feedback received during the Targeted Consultation, including the Applicant’s 
response to the feedback, is available in Appendix 12 of the Consultation Report 
(EN010170/APP/GH5.12) and Appendix 13 of the Consultation Report 
(EN010170/APP/GH5.13).   

2) The applicant must, 
when deciding 
whether the 
application that the 
applicant is actually to 
make should be in the 
same terms as the 
proposed application, 
have regard to any 
relevant responses.  
(3) In subsection (2) 
“relevant response” 
means 
 
a) a response from a 
person consulted 
under section 42 that 
is received by the 
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applicant before the 
deadline imposed by 
section 45 in that 
person's case,  
 
b)  a response to 
consultation under 
section 47(7) that is 
received by the 
applicant before any 
applicable deadline 
imposed in 
accordance with the 
statement prepared 
under section 47, or 
 
c) a response to 
publicity under section 
48 that is received by 
the applicant before 
the deadline imposed 
in accordance with 
section 48(2) in 
relation to that 
publicity. 

Section 50 Guidance about pre-
application 
procedure   
 
1) Guidance may be 
issued about how to 
comply with the 

The Applicant has had regard to the Planning Act 2008: Pre-application stage for 
Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (April 2024) as set out in this Appendix. 
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requirements of this 
Chapter.  
2) Guidance under 
this section may be 
issued by the 
Secretary of State.  
3) The applicant must 
have regard to any 
guidance under this 
section.  
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1.2 Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) Regulations 2009  
 
Reference Legislation Compliance 
Reg. 3 Prescribed 

consultees   
 
The persons 
prescribed for the 
purposes of section 
42(a) (duty to consult) 
are those listed in 
column 1 of the table 
in Schedule 1 to these 
Regulations, who 
must be consulted in 
the circumstances 
specified in relation to 
each such person in 
column 2 of that table.  

The Applicant consulted all persons prescribed in the EIA Regulations who were deemed 
relevant to this Application. In addition, a number of groups were scoped in by the 
Applicant for the purposes of formally consulting with. 
They are referred to in the Consultation Report as the ‘Section 42 consultees’. See 
Appendix 7.4 of the Consultation Report (EN010170/APP/GH5.7) for the full list of Section 
42 consultees. 
 
The Consultation Report explicitly states that "the Applicant consulted all persons 
prescribed in the EIA Regulations who were deemed relevant to this Application" and 
referred to as 'Section 42 consultees'.     
 
The Adequacy of Consultation Milestone Report also details how the Applicant identified 
and consulted with prescribed consultees under Section 42(1)(a) of the Planning Act 
2008, which aligns with Regulation 3 of the APFP Regulations.     
 

Reg. 4 Publicising a 
proposed 
application 
 
1) This regulation 
prescribes for the 
purpose of section 
48(1) (duty to 
publicise), the manner 
in which an applicant 
must publicise a 
proposed application.  

The Applicant published a notice which included all the matters set out in paragraph (3). A 
copy of the Section 48 notice is provided in Appendix 9.2 of the Consultation Report 
(EN010170/APP/GH5.9).   
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2) The applicant must 
publish a notice, 
which must include 
the matters prescribed 
by paragraph (3) of 
this regulation, of the 
proposed application 
– 
(a) for at least two 
successive weeks in 
one or more local 
newspapers 
circulating in the 
vicinity in which the 
proposed 
development would be 
situated;   
 
b) once in a national 
newspaper;    
 
c)  once in the London 
Gazette and, if land in 
Scotland is affected, 
the Edinburgh 
Gazette; and (d) 
(d)where the 
proposed application 
relates to offshore 
development— (i) 
once in Lloyd’s List; 
and (ii) once in an 

The Applicant publicised the application in the prescribed manner set out in regulation 4 of 
the Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) Regulations 
2009 (APFP Regulations).  
 
The publication of the Scheme APFP Reg 4 is detailed in the table below.  
 
National Newspapers: 
 
Publication  Publisher  Format Date of notice  
The Guardian Guardian News & Media (GNM) Print  Thursday 31 October  

2024  
London Gazette  The Stationary Office  Print Thursday 31 October  

2024 
 
Local Newspapers: 
 
Publication  Format Date of notice one  Date of notice two 

Northamptonshire 
Telegraph 
 

Print Thursday 31 October 
2024 

Thursday 7 November 
2024 

Milton Keynes Citizen 
 

Print Thursday 31 October 
2024 

Thursday 7 November 
2024 

Times and Citizen 
(Bedfordshire) 

Print  Thursday 31 October 
2024 

Thursday 7 November 
2024 
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appropriate fishing 
trade journal. 
 
3) The matters which 
the notice must 
include are 
 
a) the name and 
address of the 
applicant;   
 
b) a statement that the 
applicant intends to 
make an application 
for development 
consent to the 
Secretary of State;   
 
c) a statement as to 
whether the 
application is EIA 
development;   
 
d) a summary of the 
main proposals, 
specifying the location 
or route of the 
proposed 
development;   
 
e) a statement that the 
documents, plans and 
maps showing the 

The Section 48 notice in the table above included all of the elements listed under 
Regulation 4(3) including stipulation of a deadline for responses being 19 December 
2024. 
 
The notice included:  
• the name and address of the applicant; 
• a statement that the applicant intends to make an application for development consent 

to the Secretary of State; 
• a statement as to whether the application is EIA development; 
• a summary of the main proposals, specifying the location or route of the proposed 

development; 
• a statement that the documents, plans and maps showing the nature and location of 

the proposed development are available for inspection free of charge at the places 
(including at least one address in the vicinity of the proposed development) and times 
set out in the notice; 

• the latest date on which those documents, plans and maps will be available for 
inspection (being a date not earlier than the deadline in sub-paragraph (i)); 

 
The published Section 48 Notices are included in Appendix 9.2 of the Consultation Report 
(EN010170/APP/GH5.9)  
 
Following Regulation 4 of the APFP Regulations and Section 48(1) of the Planning Act 
2008, the Applicant advertised the proposed application by publishing notices containing 
all the details required by Regulation 4(3).  
 
These notices appeared for at least two consecutive weeks in local newspapers relevant 
to the development's location and once in a national newspaper and the London Gazette. 
Specifically, The Guardian and the London Gazette carried the notices on October 31, 
2024, while local publications (Northamptonshire Telegraph, Milton Keynes Citizen, and 
Times and Citizen (Bedfordshire)) published them on October 31 and November 7, 2024.  
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nature and location of 
the proposed 
development are 
available for 
inspection free of 
charge at the places 
(including at least one 
address in the vicinity 
of the proposed 
development) and 
times set out in the 
notice;   
 
f) the latest date on 
which those 
documents, plans and 
maps will be available 
for inspection (being a 
date not earlier than 
the deadline in 
subparagraph (i));  
 
g) whether a charge 
will be made for 
copies of any of the 
documents, plans or 
maps and the amount 
of any charge;   
h) details of how to 
respond to the 
publicity; and (i) a 
deadline for receipt of 
those responses by 

 
As mandated by Regulation 4(3), the Section 48 notices included the applicant's 
identification and contact information, a statement of intent to seek development consent, 
confirmation of EIA development status, a summary of the key proposals, information on 
where and when to view documents, any document charges, instructions on how to 
respond, and the response deadline of December 19, 2024. 
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the applicant, being 
not less than 28 days 
following the date 
when the notice is last 
published.  
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1.3 Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017  
 
Reference Legislation Compliance 
Reg. 8 Procedure for 

establishing whether 
environmental 
impact assessment 
is required.   
 
1) A person who 
proposes to make an 
application for an 
order granting 
development consent 
must, before carrying 
out consultation under 
section 42 (duty to 
consult) either 
a) ask the Secretary 
of State to adopt a 
screening opinion in 
respect of the 
development to which 
the application relates; 
or   
b) notify the Secretary 
of State in writing that 
the person proposes 
to provide an 
environmental 
statement in respect 
of that development.  

The Applicant submitted a scoping report to the Planning Inspectorate on 24 July 2024, 
confirming that it intended to provide an Environmental Statement in respect of Green Hill 
Solar Farm pursuant to Regulation 8(1)(b) and requested a scoping opinion, pursuant to 
Regulation 10(1). 
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3) A request or 
notification under 
paragraph (1)(a) must 
be accompanied by—   
a) a plan sufficient to 
identify the land;   
 
b) a description of the 
development  
including in 
particular— (i) a 
description of the 
physical 
characteristics of the 
whole development 
and, where relevant, 
of demolition works; 
(ii) a description of the 
location of the 
development, with 
particular regard to 
the environmental 
sensitivity of 
geographical areas 
likely to be affected. 
 

A plan sufficient to identify the land was provided as Appendix 3 in Section 3 of the 
Scoping Report. A Scoping Report was produced and issued to Secretary of State, which 
provided a description of the nature and purpose of the Development and an explanation 
of the possible effects of the Scheme identified at that stage. 
 
To comply with Regulation 8 of the APFP Regulations, the Applicant submitted a Scoping 
Report to the Planning Inspectorate on July 24, 2024, confirming its intention to provide an 
Environmental Statement for the Green Hill Solar Farm project, as per Regulation 8(1)(b). 
The Scoping Report included a plan sufficient to identify the land, as detailed in Appendix 
3 of Section 3 of the report, and a description of the development, including its physical 
characteristics and location, addressing the environmental sensitivity of the affected 
geographical areas. This fulfilled the requirements of Regulation 8(3) and, consequently, 
Regulation 8(3A) 

(3A) A person 
notifying the Secretary 
of State under 
paragraph (1)(b) must 
provide, at the same 
time as giving 
notification, the 

This was complied with regulation 8(1) above. 
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information listed in 
paragraph (3)(a) and 
(b).  

Reg. 12 Consultation 
statement 
requirements   
 
1) The consultation 
statement prepared 
under section 47 (duty 
to consult local 
community) must set 
out: 
  
a) whether the 
development for which 
the applicant 
proposes to make an 
application for an 
order granting 
development consent 
is EIA development; 
and   
 
b) if that development 
is EIA development, 
how the applicant 
intends to publicise 
and consult on the 
preliminary 
environmental 
information.  

The Applicant stated in the SoCC that the proposed application is EIA development and 
that a PEIR would be available on the project website and as hard copies at the 
consultation events at Local Information Points.  
  
 
The published SoCC can be found in Appendix 5.1 of the Consultation Report 
(EN010170/APP/GH5.5). 
 
 
To comply with Regulation 12 of the APFP Regulations, the Applicant confirmed in the 
Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) that the proposed application for the Green 
Hill Solar Farm is an EIA development. The Applicant also detailed in the SoCC how they 
intended to publicize and consult on the preliminary environmental information, specifying 
that the PEIR would be available on the project website and in hard copy at consultation 
events and Local Information Points. 
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Reg. 13 Pre-application 
publicity under 
section 48 (duty to 
publicise)   
 
Where the proposed 
application for an 
order granting 
development consent 
is an application for 
EIA development, the 
applicant must, at the 
same time as 
publishing notice of 
the proposed 
application under 
section 48(1), send a 
copy of that notice to 
the consultation 
bodies and to any 
person notified to the 
applicant in 
accordance with 
regulation 11(1)(c).   
 

The consultation documents provided to all Section 42 consultees comprised: 
• A covering letter (see Appendix 7.1) containing information on the Scheme. 
• A web link to page containing the full Preliminary Environmental Information Report 

(PEIR) including a Non-Technical Summary (‘PEIR NTS’), and Indicative Masterplan.  
• A hard copy of the notice publicised in accordance with s48 of the Act (including 

details of the public consultation events and the locations where the consultation 
documents could be inspected free of charge) (see Appendix 9.2 of the Consultation 
Report (EN010170/APP/GH5.5). 

 
To adhere to Regulation 13 of the APFP Regulations regarding the Section 48 notice, the 
Applicant took specific steps. In accordance with the regulations, simultaneously with 
publishing the notice of the proposed application under Section 48(1) of the Planning Act 
2008, the Applicant also distributed a copy of this notice to the consultation bodies and all 
individuals previously notified under Regulation 11(1)(c).  
 
The materials sent to these Section 42 consultees, which included the items specified by 
Regulation 11(1)(a) and (c) of the EIA Regulations, consisted of a cover letter with 
relevant Scheme details, a website link to the complete Preliminary Environmental 
Information Report (PEIR) and related documents, and a physical copy of the Section 48 
notice outlining public consultation events and locations for document review. 

 
1.4 Planning Act 2008: Pre-application stage for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (April 2024) 

 
Reference Legislation Compliance 
Paragraph 009 What is the purpose 

of the Programme 
Document? 
 

The Applicant noted this guidance was introduced mid-way through the Scheme's pre-
application process.  
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To deliver a good pre-
application process, 
including effective 
engagement and a 
well-prepared 
application, applicants 
should put together a 
Programme Document 
at the outset of the 
pre-application stage 
for submission to the 
Planning Inspectorate 
and agreement at the 
Inception Meeting. The 
Programme Document 
is an essential element 
of the quality standard 
for applications 
seeking a fast-track 
route to consent.   
 
Following the Inception 
Meeting, it is expected 
that the applicant will 
host and maintain the 
agreed Programme 
Document on its 
website, and update it 
as necessary during 
the pre-application 
period to publicise 
completion of 
significant stages and 

A Programme Document presenting the key steps taken by the Applicant during the 
preparation of the application for development consent was submitted to Planning 
Inspectorate (PINS) in January 2025.  
The Programme Document was prepared to reflect the Government’s guidance on the 
pre-application stage for NSIPs and included the following information:  
 

• The pre-application timetable, outlining key milestones for the scheme and how 
the pre-application process will be carried out;  

• Applicant’s view on the main issues;  
• Stakeholder engagement approach; and  
• Identification of risks, including approaches to manage potential risks.  

 
 
The Programme Document was hosted on the dedicated Scheme website, 
www.greenhillsolar.co.uk once it was agreed with PINS in February 2025.  

http://www.greenhillsolar.co.uk/
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demonstrate progress 
in preparation of the 
application.  

Paragraph 010 What should the 
Programme 
Document contain? 
 
The Programme 
Document is not a 
statutory requirement 
and is not for 
consultation apart from 
agreement with the 
Planning Inspectorate. 
It should set out the 
timetable and activities 
necessary for an 
effective pre-
application process 
including the level of 
pre-application 
services from the 
Planning Inspectorate, 
and consultation with 
various parties 
required under the 
Planning Act. 
 
The Programme 
Document should 
include: 
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• the date the 
applicant intends to 
submit their 
application; 

• a comprehensive 
timetable of the 
applicant’s pre-
application 
process, the main 
events with dates 
and milestones 
demonstrating how 
the pre-application 
process will be 
completed (using 
the maximum 
target of 2 years as 
a benchmark); 

• the applicant’s 
view on the main 
issues for 
resolution and 
activities they will 
undertake to 
address those; 

• the applicant’s 
proposals for 
engaging with 
statutory 
consultees and 
local authorities 
during the pre-
application period 
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and any intended 
financial support 
agreements, such 
as Planning 
Performance 
Agreements 
(PPAs); 

• the applicant’s 
identification of 
risks to 
achievement of the 
pre-application 
stage and the 
process by which 
these risks are 
tracked and 
managed; and 

• cross references to 
the SoCC required 
by section 47 of 
the Planning Act. 

Paragraph 011 How should 
Environmental 
Impact Assessment 
(EIA) be considered 
in preparing an 
application? 
 
Major infrastructure 
projects will normally 
be of a size, scale and 
nature that they will 
constitute 

The Applicant submitted a scoping report to the Planning Inspectorate on 24 July 2024, 
confirming that it intended to provide an Environmental Statement in respect of Green Hill 
Solar Farm pursuant to Regulation 8(1)(b) and requested a scoping opinion, pursuant to 
Regulation 10(1) of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) 
Regulations 2017. 
 
A Scoping Opinion was adopted by the Planning Inspectorate (on behalf of the Secretary 
of State) on 30 August 2024 and a late response from Milton Keynes City Council on 27 
September 2024. The Scoping Opinion included the list of consultation bodies notified by 
the Planning Inspectorate under Regulation 11(1)(a) of the EIA Regulations.  The 
Applicant ensured consistency with this list of consultees for the statutory consultation 
under Section 42 of the Planning Act 2008 in November 2024.  
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Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) 
development 
described within the 
terms of the EIA 
Regulations 2017. An 
applicant cannot begin 
to carry out statutory 
consultation 
under section 42 of the 
Planning Act until they 
have taken the 
necessary steps 
under Regulation 8 of 
the EIA Regulations 
2017 to establish 
whether an EIA is 
required.   

 
Having consulted all statutorily prescribed bodies as identified by the Planning 
Inspectorate's Scoping Opinion, the Applicant fulfilled the duty to consult as outlined in 
Regulation 11(1)(a) of the EIA Regulations 2017 and associated APFP Regulations. 
 
Further information on the EIA consultation can be found in Section 5 of the Consultation 
Report.  

Paragraph 012 How should 
Preliminary 
Environmental 
Information (PEI) be 
prepared? 
 
Where an NSIP is 
determined to be EIA 
development in line 
with Regulation 8 of 
the EIA Regulations 
2017 the applicant is 
required by Regulation 
12 of the EIA 
Regulations 2017 to 

Early engagement with technical and community consultees in 2024, as detailed in 
Section 4 and Section 5 of the Consultation Report, informed the development of the 
PEIR. 
 
The Applicant undertook consultation on the PEIR under section 42, 47 and 48 of the 
Planning Act 2008 between 7 November - 19 December 2024 as part of the statutory 
consultation. 
 
 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/572/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/572/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2008/29/section/42
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2008/29/section/42
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/572/regulation/8/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/572/regulation/8/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/572/regulation/8/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/572/regulation/8/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/572/regulation/8/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/572/regulation/8/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/572/regulation/12/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/572/regulation/12/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/572/regulation/12/made
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publish sufficient 
Preliminary 
Environmental 
Information (PEI) to 
enable consultees to 
develop an informed 
view of the likely 
significant 
environmental effects 
of the proposed 
development.  
There is no prescribed 
format for PEI. 
However, depending 
on the availability of 
material, applicants 
are encouraged to 
prepare this as an 
early draft of the 
Environmental 
Statement and include 
it as such as part of 
the statutory 
consultation 
under sections 
42, 47 and 48 of the 
Planning Act. 
 

Paragraph 013 What considerations 
are needed for 
Habitats Regulations 
Assessment? 
 

Following consultation with SNCBs, the Applicant produced a Habitats Regulations 
Assessment (HRA) as part of the application for the Scheme detailing the proposed 
methodology for the protection of specific species within the Scheme's sites.  
 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2008/29/section/42
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2008/29/section/42
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2008/29/section/47
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2008/29/section/48
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The Habitats 
Regulations* provide 
for the designation of 
sites for the protection 
of certain species and 
habitats. When 
considering whether a 
proposed NSIP has 
the potential to 
significantly affect the 
integrity of such 
sites**, the applicant 
must provide a report 
as required by 
Regulation 5(2)(g) of 
the APFP Regulations 
2009. This must 
include the site(s) that 
may be affected, 
together with sufficient 
information to enable 
the relevant Secretary 
of State, as decision 
maker, to conclude 
whether an 
appropriate 
assessment is 
required under the 
Habitats Regulations, 
and, if so, to undertake 
such an assessment.  
 

The Applicant's consultation with Natural England focussed on the assessment of 
wintering birds to identify if the Scheme contains functionally linked land. 
 
The full HRA materials has been provided as part of the application and can be found in 
GH7.21_Habitat Regulations Assessment [EN010170/APP/GH7.21].  
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Further relevant 
information can be 
found in the Planning 
Inspectorate’s advice 
and the Department 
for Environment, Food 
& Rural Affairs 
guidance on Habitats 
Regulations 
Assessment (HRA).  
 
*Comprising the 
Conservation of 
Habitats and Species 
Regulations 2017 (as 
amended by the 
Conservation of 
Habitats and Species 
(Amendment) (EU 
Exit) Regulations 
2019) and the 
Conservation of 
Offshore Marine 
Habitats and Species 
Regulations 2017 (the 
‘Offshore Marine 
Regulations’) (for 
plans and projects 
beyond UK territorial 
waters (12 nautical 
miles), also as 
amended). 
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As NPSs reiterate, it is 
the applicant’s 
responsibility to 
provide all the material 
and evidence as part 
of the application to 
enable the Secretary 
of State to carry out 
their statutory 
obligations.  
 
Where the applicant is 
of the view that there 
are no likely significant 
effects, this is best 
presented in the form 
of a report which 
contains all the 
material necessary to 
justify the conclusions 
reached, and evidence 
of the extent of 
agreement with 
statutory nature 
conservation bodies 
(SNCBs). One way of 
doing this is for an 
applicant to agree an 
evidence plan with the 
SNCBs to support a 
HRA where there are 
extensive or complex 
issues. 
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The Planning 
Inspectorate can also 
comment on the 
applicant’s draft HRA 
report if agreed as part 
of the pre-application 
service in advance of 
formal submission of 
the application. 
Applicants must 
therefore build in 
sufficient time during 
the pre-application 
stage to consult with 
the SNCBs and, if they 
consider it appropriate, 
with any relevant non-
statutory nature 
conservation bodies, in 
order to gather the 
necessary evidence 
and material. 
 
Where any potential 
for likely significant 
effects cannot be ruled 
out and the applicant 
needs to move to the 
subsequent stages of 
the HRA process, it is 
for the applicant to 
include as part of the 
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HRA documentation 
included with the 
application: 
 
a shadow appropriate 
assessment; 
where necessary a 
draft of the applicant’s 
case for derogations 
involving imperative 
reasons of overriding 
public interest (IROPI) 
and appropriate 
compensatory 
measures, together 
with evidence of 
landowner agreements 
where necessary. 
Full HRA material 
must be provided as 
part of the application. 
This guidance requires 
the Planning 
Inspectorate not to 
accept applications for 
examination which are 
incomplete or not 
comprehensive in this 
regard. It is also 
expected that 
additional material 
should not be 
submitted by the 
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applicant for validation 
during the examination 
stage. If such 
additional material is 
needed it will be 
requested by the 
Examining Authority or 
raised by SNCBs in 
their representations. 
 
By placing the 
responsibility of 
compiling all the 
necessary HRA 
material on the 
applicant, coupled with 
agreed SoCG with 
SNCBs submitted with 
the application 
wherever possible, the 
expectation is that the 
range of disputed 
factual material should 
be reduced. In turn, 
the need for the 
Planning Inspectorate 
to produce its own 
document, the Report 
on the Implications for 
European Sites 
(RIES), for the 
Examining Authority to 
take into account 
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during the examination 
and as part of the 
recommendation 
should also be 
decreased. This will 
contribute to improving 
the efficiency of the 
examination and 
reducing the burden 
placed on the 
Secretary of State as 
competent authority 
during the decision 
stage of the NSIP 
consenting process. 
 
Regulation 26 of the 
EIA Regulations 2017 
requires that where an 
EIA and HRA are 
required, the 
processes should be 
co-ordinated. The HRA 
process should form 
part of, and reference, 
the work carried out for 
the broader EIA 
process, particularly 
with respect to 
consideration of 
alternatives, 
cumulative effects and 
mitigation options. 
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However, care should 
be taken to ensure that 
the information 
relevant to the HRA 
and its conclusions are 
clearly discernible. 
 
Changes to the HRA 
requirements for 
offshore wind will 
occur through 
regulations in due 
course to implement 
the Energy Act 2023 
but the arrangements 
outlined above 
continue for the time 
being. 

Paragraph 014 What is needed for 
consideration of 
good design? 
 
Good design is not 
simply about the look 
of a project; it is about 
the whole process of 
putting a project 
together so that it 
achieves the elements 
of good design 
including choice of 
location, vision, 
narrative, design 

Ongoing consultation with technical and community consultees informed the design of the 
Scheme.  
More information about the Scheme's design and its compliance with the NIC design 
principles for national infrastructure is provided in GH7.16_Design Approach Document 
(ref: EN010170/APP/GH7.16). 
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principles and 
consultation 
programme. 
Applicants should 
involve a diverse 
range of people 
including where 
appropriate, planners, 
environmental 
specialists, landscape 
architects, architects, 
engineers and 
community groups in 
informing the project 
vision, narrative, 
design principles, and 
project design process 
to support delivery of 
the outcomes of the 
project.     
Applicants should 
explain how the design 
responds to the 
National Infrastructure 
Commission (NIC) 
design principles for 
national infrastructure: 
climate, people, places 
and value. 

Paragraph 020  How can applicants 
ensure consultation 
is proportionate? 
 

The Applicant has undertaken three defined phases consultation during the pre-
application period to provide sufficient opportunities for prescribed consultees, local 
parishes, local communities and residents to engage with the consultation and contribute 
to the development of the Scheme.  
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The pre-application 
consultation 
undertaken should be 
proportionate to the 
scale and nature of the 
project and its effects. 
A ‘one-size-fits-all’ 
approach is not 
appropriate. For a 
straightforward and 
uncontroversial 
application, an 
applicant may choose 
to discharge the 
obligations of sections 
42, 47 and 48 of the 
Planning Act 
concurrently in a single 
round of consultation, 
or in separate stages.  
 
For more complex 
proposals, an 
applicant may choose 
to conduct a non-
statutory round of 
consultation (for 
example considering 
options) before 
undertaking a statutory 
round of consultation, 
or they may choose to 
run a multi-stage 

 
The Applicant undertook three stages of community consultation to enable the 
development of the Scheme proposals in accordance with feedback received during the 
pre-application consultation process: 

• a non-statutory consultation consisting of soft launch of the project in January 
2024, early introductory meetings with stakeholders and five early-engagement 
workshops between March and May 2024; and 

• a statutory public consultation on more detailed proposals, including the 
Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR), held for six weeks between 
7 November and 19 December 2024; 

• a supplementary consultation, referred to as a targeted consultation, for 28 days 
between 13 March and 10 April 2025.   

 
The approach to consultation for each stage has been documented and the responses 
received at each phase has been considered as part of the development of the Scheme.  
The Applicant’s approach to consultation was set out in the SoCC and was influenced by 
the feedback from local political authorities.  
The Applicant’s compliance to the SoCC is described in Section 6 of the Consultation 
Report.  
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statutory consultation 
process. 

Paragraph 020 Larger, more complex 
applications are likely 
to warrant going 
beyond the statutory 
28-day minimum 
timescales for 
consultation laid down 
in the Planning Act to 
ensure enough time 
for consultees to 
understand project 
proposals and 
formulate a response. 

All defined periods of consultation for the Scheme was held for a minimum of 28 days. 
Statutory consultation on the PEIR was held for six weeks, reflecting the larger and more 
complex volume of documents being consulted upon. 

Paragraph 020 Once applicants have 
completed the 
consultation process 
set out in their SoCC, 
where a proposed 
application is amended 
in the light of 
responses to 
consultation then, 
unless those 
amendments 
materially and 
substantially change 
the proposed 
application or 
materially changes its 
effects as a whole, the 
amendments 

Following the close of the statutory consultation, the Applicant continued assessments to 
refine the proposals within the application. This refinement resulted in various 
refinements of the Scheme and the Cable Route Search Area and included 25 additions 
to the Scheme’s Order Limits as presented in the PEIR during the statutory consultation.  
 
When determining whether the changes required a full re-consultation with s47 
consultees, the Applicant had regard to paragraph 20 of the Planning Act 2008: Pre-
application stage for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects, April 2024.  
 
The Applicant also had regard for the commitments made in the SoCC (Section 9): 
If following changes to the proposals as a result of the feedback we have received, we 
consider it necessary to undertake further targeted or supplementary consultation, this 
would be undertaken, so far as relevant and proportionate, in accordance with the 
principles and methods set out in this SoCC. 
 
The majority of the changes to the Scheme were refinements of the design as presented 
at PEIR, did not materially change the proposals and did not result in any materially 
worse environmentally effects to what had been consulted upon at PEIR. The additions to 
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themselves should not 
trigger a need for 
further consultation. 
The amendments can 
be reported as part of 
the consultation report 
submitted with the 
application. 
 
Only where the project 
taken as a whole 
changes very 
significantly, and to 
such a large degree 
that what is being 
taken forward is 
fundamentally different 
from what was 
previously consulted 
on, should re-
consultation on the 
proposed application 
as a whole be 
considered. 
 
In understanding 
whether there has 
been a material and 
substantial change, 
applicants should take 
into account the 
following guiding 
factors: 

the Order Limits were considered minor and did not result in a substantial change to the 
Scheme. Furthermore, following an additional environmental review, it was confirmed that 
the minor changes were not likely to create any environmental effects beyond those 
described in the PEIR during the statutory consultation. 
 
Therefore, the Applicant determined that a full re-consultation with s47 consultees was 
not required, save as was necessary to resolve the distribution error that affected the 
availability of documents at Moulton Library during the statutory consultation period. The 
Applicant therefore launched a targeted consultation focused solely on the changes to the 
Order Limits and advertised the availability of the complete statutory consultation 
documents at Moulton Library. 
 
The Applicant’s approach to targeted consultation is described in Section 11 of the 
Consultation Report.  
 
The Applicant also provided the PEIR, NTS and SoCC at Moulton Library to rectify a 
distribution error during the statutory consultation. Further information on the actions 
undertaken by the Applicant to compensate this error can be found in Section 6.3.6.  
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• the degree of 

change as 
compared to the 
proposals 
previously 
consulted upon as 
a whole; 

• the number of 
materially worse 
environmental 
effects as 
compared to what 
has been the 
subject of previous 
consultations; and 

• the level of public 
interest, and the 
likelihood that such 
interest would 
merit further 
consideration in 
the context of that 
change. 

 
For any material 
change to a part of the 
proposed application 
where the project as a 
whole is not 
fundamentally 
changed, for example 
in the case of linear 
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aspects where new 
information leads to a 
new alignment for a 
particular section of 
the proposal, a 
bespoke and targeted 
approach to further 
consultation can be 
adopted, which can 
address the specific 
consultation 
obligations arising 
proportionately. 
 
Targeted consultation 
can be statutory or 
non-statutory or a 
combination of the two 
depending on whether 
new persons needing 
to be consulted under 
section 42 of the 
Planning Act have 
been identified, but 
such targeted 
consultation will not 
require the production 
of PEI provided 
proportionate and 
appropriate 
information on 
environmental 
implications of any 
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changes, where 
necessary, is provided. 

Paragraph 021 
 

 Who should be 
consulted? 
 
Sections 42 to 44 of 
the Planning Act, 
Regulation 3 and 
Schedule 1 to the 
APFP Regulations 
2009 set out details of 
who must be 
consulted, including 
statutory bodies, the 
Marine Management 
Organisation where 
appropriate, local 
authorities, and 
persons having an 
interest in the land to 
be developed. Section 
47 of the Planning Act 
sets out the applicant’s 
statutory duty to 
consult local 
communities. In 
addition, applicants will 
want to consider the 
issues that may need 
to be addressed ahead 
of submission and may 
also wish to seek the 
views of other people 

The Applicant consulted all relevant prescribed consultees, as defined under S42, s43 
and s44 of the Act and Regulation 3 and Schedule 1 to the APFP Regulations. 
 
A Scoping Opinion was adopted by the Planning Inspectorate (on behalf of the Secretary 
of State) on 30 August 2024 and included the list of consultation bodies notified by the 
Planning Inspectorate under Regulation 11(1)(a) of the EIA Regulations.  The Applicant 
ensured consistency with this list of consultees for the statutory consultation and targeted 
consultation. 
 
Having consulted all statutorily prescribed bodies as identified by the Planning 
Inspectorate's Scoping Opinion, the Applicant fulfilled the duty to consult as in s42 to s44 
of the Act and Regulation 3 and Schedule 1 to the APFP Regulations.  
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who are not statutory 
consultees, but who 
may be significantly 
affected by the project. 
 
While the list of 
prescribed bodies who 
must be consulted was 
updated in April 2024, 
from time to time a 
body may cease to 
exist but may still be 
listed as a statutory 
consultee in the 
Regulations pending 
their updating. In such 
situations applicants 
should identify any 
successor body and 
consult with them in 
the same manner as 
they would have with 
the original body. 

Paragraph 022 How can applicants 
consult communities 
effectively? 
 
It is good practice for 
applicants to work with 
local stakeholders in 
the formative stages of 
the project, through 
early engagement.  

Prior to the commencement of the statutory consultation, the non-statutory consultation 
phase involved introductory meetings with local authorities and parish councils 
commencing in December 2023 and January 2024, stakeholder briefings, and a series of 
five early-engagement workshops conducted between March and May 2024.  
 
The Applicant implemented best practices in community engagement by proactively 
engaging with local stakeholders during a non-statutory consultation period spanning 
January to September 2024. The Applicant’s preparation of the SoCC is detailed in 
Section 10 of the Consultation Report. The Applicant consulted with local host authorities 
on early drafts of the SoCC between 12 August 2024 and 20 September 2024.  



  
CR Appendix_Statement of Compliance 

 
 
 

45 
 

 
Early engagement with 
local authorities, parish 
and town councils can 
help applicants to 
ensure they find the 
best approach to 
engage the relevant 
communities in the 
most effective and 
proportionate way. 
 
Under section 47 of 
the Planning Act, 
applicants are required 
to produce a SoCC, 
setting out how they 
intend to consult the 
local community on the 
proposed application. 
Applicants should 
consider how they can 
engage communities 
in a way that supports 
them to understand 
the necessary issues 
at an appropriate 
stage to support 
preparation of their 
application, and how 
they will show how 
they have responded 

 
The Applicant publicised the final SoCC in accordance with s47 of the Act on 7 November 
2024.  
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to their issues of 
concern. 

Paragraph 022 Local communities 
may need support to 
help them to input to 
the NSIP consenting 
process. Independent 
community liaison 
chairs or forums can 
be used to provide 
support to local 
communities and non-
statutory consultees to 
enable them to provide 
an effective input to 
the pre-application 
process. Applicants 
will want to consider 
whether these should 
be used, not least to 
assist an applicant’s 
own assessment of 
potential examination 
issues in preparing 
their Programme 
Document and SoCC. 

The Applicant noted this requirement, and sought to make consultation was accessible 
and open to engagement. Further information can be found in Section 6 detailing the 
Applicant's compliance with the commitments made in the SoCC, including engagement 
with seldom-heard groups.  
 
 
 
 

Paragraph 023 How should 
applicants engage 
statutory consultees 
and other relevant 
groups? 
 
Applicants must: 

The Applicant satisfied the obligation to consult prescribed bodies as stipulated under 
Section 42 of the Planning Act 2008 and Regulation 3 / Schedule 1 of the APFP 
Regulations 2009. A comprehensive register of Section 42 consultees was compiled, 
incorporating those identified by the Planning Inspectorate under the EIA Regulations and 
additional non-statutory bodies treated as prescribed consultees for the purposes of this 
consultation. These consultees received formal written notification on or before 30 
October 2024.  
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• consult the 

prescribed bodies 
as appropriate 
under Regulation 3 
and Schedule 1 to 
the APFP 
Regulations 2009, 
as well as the 
Marine 
Management 
Organisation in 
certain 
circumstances, 
under section 42 of 
the Planning Act, 
giving the 
consultees at least 
28 days to 
respond; 

 
• publicise their 

proposed 
application under 
section 48 of the 
Planning Act, and 
Regulation 4 of the 
APFP Regulations 
2009 sets out the 
detail of what this 
publicity must 
entail; and 

 

 
The statutory consultation period commenced on 7 November and concluded on 19 
December 2024, providing a response window of 42 days, exceeding the minimum 28-
day requirement outlined in Section 45(2) of the Act. 
 
The publication of the Scheme under section 48 of the Act is detailed in the table below.  
 
 National Newspapers: 
 
Publication  Publisher  Format Date of notice  
The Guardian Guardian News & Media (GNM) Print  Thursday 31 October  

2024  
London Gazette  The Stationary Office  Print Thursday 31 October  

2024 
 
Local Newspapers: 
 
Publication  Format Date of notice one  Date of notice two 

Northamptonshire 
Telegraph 
 

Print Thursday 31 October 
2024 

Thursday 7 November 
2024 

Milton Keynes Citizen 
 

Print Thursday 31 October 
2024 

Thursday 7 November 
2024 

Times and Citizen 
(Bedfordshire) 

Print  Thursday 31 October 
2024 

Thursday 7 November 
2024 

 
 
 
 The Applicant has had regard to all relevant responses in accordance with Section 49 
and has acted upon them where possible. 
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• by section 49 of 
the Planning Act 
have regard to any 
relevant 
consultation 
responses from 
either statutory 
consultees under 
section 42 of the 
Planning Act, local 
communities under 
section 47 of the 
Planning Act, or 
wider publicity 
under section 48 of 
the Planning Act. 

 

Compliance with Section 49 (2) is demonstrated in Sections 7 and Section 8 of the 
Consultation Report for Sections 47, 42 and 48, respectively.  
 
A detailed summary of qualitative data from the s47 consultees during the statutory 
consultation, including how the Applicant has considered this feedback, can be found in 
Appendix 10 of the Consultation Report (EN010170/APP/GH5.10).     
 
A detailed summary of the qualitative responses from s42 consultees and section 44 
consultees during the statutory consultation, including how the Applicant has considered 
this feedback, can be found in Appendix 8 of the Consultation Report 
(EN010170/APP/GH5.8).     
 
The thematic summary of the key themes emerging from the feedback from Section 42 
Prescribed Consultees and Section 47 Community Consultation, are available in Section 
10.  
 
Detailed feedback received during the Targeted Consultation, including the Applicant’s 
response to the feedback, is available in Appendix 12 of the Consultation Report 
(EN010170/APP/GH5.12) and Appendix 13 of the Consultation Report 
(EN010170/APP/GH5.13).  
 

Paragraph 024 What do applicants 
have to do to consult 
people with an 
interest in land? 
 
Where an applicant 
proposes to 
compulsorily acquire 
an interest or take 
temporary possession 
of land it does not own 
in order to implement a 

In compliance with Section 42(1)(d) of the Planning Act 2008, the Applicant undertook an 
inquiry to identify and consult individuals with an interest in the land (PILs), as defined 
under Section 44. This included owners, occupiers, and those with potentially relevant 
claims.  
 
This inquiry involved a review of public records such as the Land Registry, the distribution 
of a Land Interest Questionnaire, the undertaking of site visits, and the placement of site 
notices. The Applicant has provided an updated Book of Reference as part of the 
application.  
 
Consequently, 364 individuals meeting the criteria of Section 44 were identified and 
formally notified of the statutory consultation via postal correspondence dispatched 
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proposed NSIP, under 
section 42 of the 
Planning Act they must 
identify and consult 
people, including those 
who own, occupy or 
have another interest 
in the land in question. 

between 26 and 27 October 2024. This correspondence included a specific cover letter 
and a copy of the Section 48 notice. Efforts to identify unknown landowners were 
undertaken through the display of site notices and local inquiries (Appendix 9.3 of the 
Consultation Report (EN010170/APP/GH5.9)). 
 
The Applicant identified new PILS after the start of the statutory consultation and issued 
them a notice of the consultation with an extension to the consultation.  
 
New PILS identified as a result of the proposed changes to the Order Limits, were issued 
a notice of the Targeted Consultation similar to that undertaken with s44 consultees 
during the statutory consultation. The Applicant's approach to Targeted Consultation can 
be found in Section 11 of the Consultation Report.  
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Paragraph 025 
 

What is the early 
adequacy of 
consultation 
milestone? 
This adequacy of 
consultation milestone 
should be early 
enough to enable 
applicants to consider 
how to undertake any 
additional engagement 
that may be needed, 
but sufficiently towards 
the end of the pre-
application stage to 
assess the adequacy 
of the consultation that 
has been done. It is 
likely therefore to be 
no later than around 3 
months before the 
intended date of 
submission of the 
application. 
 
The adequacy of 
consultation milestone 
should be recorded by 
the applicant and 
submitted to the 
Planning Inspectorate 
as a short statement of 
the elements of 

The Applicant submitted an Adequacy of Consultation Milestone (AoCM) statement on 7 
February 2025, which complies with the requirement to submit the statement 3 months 
prior to the submission of the DCO application.  
A copy of this statement is provided in Appendix 1 in this document.  
 
The statement presented evidence on the adequacy of the consultation undertaken 
between 7 November and 19 December 2024. This provided PINS an early indication of 
the adequacy of the consultation prior to the acceptance stage of the DCO application 
(under s55 of the Act).  
 
The Applicant made further amends to the statement following S51 Advice received from 
PINS. The table below provides a summary of the advice from PINS and the actions 
undertaken by the Applicant.  
The amended statement was submitted to PINS on 11 April 2025; a copy of the amended 
statement is available in Appendix 1.  
  Comments from PINS Applicant’s Response  
General  It is expected that the views of 

local authorities on the adequacy 
of consultation are included in the 
AoCM. 

Amendments in Section 5 in the 
Adequacy of Consultation 
Milestone statement.  

General  It is unclear whether the Marine 
Management Organisation and 
the Greater London Authority 
have been consulted or whether 
the applicant is of the view that 
consultation is not applicable. The 
applicant is advised to ensure 
that all relevant statutory 
consultees are consulted, and 
where the applicant has 
considered it unnecessary to 
include a specific statutory 

Addition of Section 4.3 Duty to 
consult under Section 42 of the 
Planning Act 2008, in the 
Adequacy of Consultation 
Milestone statement.  
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consultation which 
have been carried out 
compared with the 
components set out in 
the Programme 
Document and the 
SoCC. The statement 
should include the 
views and any relevant 
supporting material 
from local authorities if 
available.   
 
 
Under section 55(4)(b) 
of the Planning Act, at 
the acceptance stage, 
the Planning 
Inspectorate will seek 
the formal views from 
local authorities about 
the adequacy of 
consultation. 
 

consultee, to provide an 
explanation as to why. 

General It is expected that the applicant 
includes information that the 
applicant notified the Inspectorate 
of the proposed application and 
that this was done on or before 
commencing consultation under 
section 42.  

Addition of 4.4 Duty to notify the 
Planning Inspectorate of the 
proposed application under 
Section 46 of the Planning Act 
2008, in the Adequacy of 
Consultation Milestone statement.  

Paragraph 
3.4.3 

It would be helpful if an 
explanation of how section 44 
category 3 persons were 
identified and a brief explanation 
of the applicant's ongoing 
commitment to due diligence in 
relation to identification of 
persons with an interest in land 
could be provided in the AoCM. 

Amendments in section 3.4.3 – 
3.4.5 in the Adequacy of 
Consultation Milestone statement.  
  

Section 5 The applicant is reminded to 
demonstrate the regard given to 
consultation responses under 
section 49 in its Consultation 
Report.  

Amendments to 5.1.4 in the 
Adequacy of Consultation 
Milestone statement.  
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Paragraph 026 What is the 
consultation report 
and how should 
applicants respond 
to consultees? 
 
Applicants are 
required under section 
37 of the Planning Act 
to produce a 
consultation report 
alongside their 
application, which 
details how they have 
complied with the 
consultation 
requirements set out in 
the Planning Act and 
how the proposed 
application has been 
shaped as a result. 
 
It is good practice that 
those who have 
contributed to the 
consultation are 
informed of the results. 
The consultation report 
may not be the most 
appropriate format in 
which to respond to 
the points raised by 
various consultee 

The Consultation Report has been prepared to fulfil the requirements of Section 37(3)(c) 
of the Planning Act 2008. It provides a detailed account of the Applicant's adherence to 
the pre-application consultation duties as defined in Sections 42, 47, and 48 of the Act.  
 
Furthermore, this report demonstrates how the Applicant has given due consideration to 
relevant responses received during the consultation process, in accordance with Section 
49. It outlines the key themes that emerged from the feedback (presented in Sections 10 
and detailed in the appendices) and documents the ways in which this feedback has 
informed and influenced the final design of the proposed Scheme, where feasible. 
 
The Applicant considers that the introductory section of the Consultation Report 
sufficiently summarises the key aspects of the Consultation Report. 
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groups and bodies. 
Applicants should 
therefore consider 
producing a summary 
note in plain English 
for the local 
community setting out 
headline findings and 
how they have been 
addressed, together 
with a link to the full 
consultation report for 
those interested. 
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1. Introduction 
 
1.1 Purpose of this document 

 
1.1.1 This Adequacy of Consultation Milestone Report (‘the Report’) has been prepared on behalf of 

Green Hill Solar Limited (the ‘Applicant’) under the Department for Levelling Up, Housing and 
Communities’ (now Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government) Planning Act 2008: 
Pre-application stage for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects 1 guidance dated 30th April 
2024 (the ‘Guidance’).  
 

1.1.2 The Applicant proposes to apply to the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero (the 
‘SoS’), under Section 37 of the Planning Act 20082 (‘the Act’) for a Development Consent Order (a 
‘DCO’) for the Green Hill Solar Farm (‘the Scheme’). The Application is expected to be submitted in 
Q2 2025. 
 

1.1.3 The Scheme consists of an electricity generating station with a capacity of over 50 megawatts (‘MW’) 
consisting of ground-mounted solar arrays and associated development, the latter comprising: 
energy storage, grid connection infrastructure and any other infrastructure as well as works integral 
to the construction, operation, maintenance and decommissioning of the Scheme. The Point of 
Connection (‘PoC’) will be at the Grendon 400 kV National Grid Substation (‘Grendon Substation’).  
 

1.1.4 The Scheme comprises two main elements:  
 

• The ‘Sites’ where the Solar Arrays and Associated Development (other than those parts of the grid 
connection cable to be located in the Cable Route Search Area) would be located; and  

• The ‘Cable Route Search Area’ within which the underground cables connecting the Sites and PoC 
will be located.  
 
The Site will cover a combined area of approximately 1,200 hectares and will consist of eight solar array 
sites and a dedicated battery energy storage system (BESS) site, located between Northampton, 
Wellingborough and Milton Keynes. The nine sites (in total) are referred to as Green Hill A, A.2, B, C, D, E, 
F, G, and Green Hill BESS. 
 

1.1.5 The Sites are largely characterised by agricultural fields, hedgerows and scattered trees and 
occasional area of woodland.  
 

1.1.6 The Sites are located across several parishes:  

• Green Hill A and A.2 are situated in the parishes of Old and Walgrave in West 
Northamptonshire. Green Hill A is located approximately 300 m east of Old and 600 m north 
of Walgrave, while Green Hill A.2 is located approximately 900 m east of Walgrave.  

• Green Hill B is located within the parish of Holcot in West Northamptonshire, approximately 
850 m south of Holcot and 1.2 km north-east of Moulton.  

• Green Hill C is located within parishes of Sywell and Mears Ashby in North 
Northamptonshire, approximately 1.5 km northeast of Sywell. 

 
1 Planning Act 2008: Pre-application stage for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects – GOV.UK – 
www.gov.uk/guidance/planning-act-2008-pre-application-stage-for-nationally-significant-infrastructure-projects 
2 Planning Act 2008 – www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2008/29/contents  
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• Green Hill D is located within the parish of Mears Ashby in North Northamptonshire, 
immediately to the north of the village of Mears Ashby.  

• Green Hill E is located within the parish of Mears Ashby and Wilby in North 
Northamptonshire, approximately 500 m north of Earls Barton.  

• Green Hill F is located within the parishes of Easton Maudit and Bozeat in North 
Northamptonshire, close to the village of Easton Maudit and approximately 300 m west of 
the village of Bozeat.  

• Green Hill G is located within the parishes of Warrington and Lavendon in Milton Keynes, 
approximately 600 m northwest of Lavendon. 

• Green Hill BESS is located within the parish of Grendon, North Northamptonshire, 
approximately 600 m northwest of Grendon. Green Hill BESS is adjacent to the existing 
National Grid Substation at Grendon.  

1.1.7 In addition to the Guidance introduced in April 2024, the Planning Inspectorate issued the Nationally 
Significant Infrastructure Projects: 2024 Pre-application Prospectus3 (‘the Prospectus’) in May 2024. 
Both the Guidance and the Prospectus set out updated requirements for those wishing to apply for 
development consent. 
 

1.1.8 The Report provides the Applicant with an opportunity to outline the stages of consultation that 
have taken place to date and demonstrate compliance with the Statement of Community 
Consultation (‘SoCC’) and the Programme Document.  
 

1.1.9 In paragraph 025 of the Guidance, the Report is described as “a short statement of the elements of 
consultation which have been carried out compared with the components set out in the Programme 
Document and the SoCC”. The report is intended to be submitted no later than around 3 months 
before submission of the Application. The Report provides an important opportunity to check that 
the pre-application programme is on track, and if it is seriously adrift the Planning Inspectorate will 
advise the applicant about the steps necessary to enable the application to be submitted having 
fulfilled the statutory requirements. 
 

1.1.10 The Applicant is committed to carrying out meaningful, statutory pre-application consultation and 
engagement with the local community in the vicinity of the Application, as well as landowners, 
businesses, parish councils, elected representatives, and wider stakeholders, where appropriate.  
 

This Report provides an overview of the engagement and consultation activity to date and how this complied with 
the requirements of the Act, the SoCC and the Programme Document.   

 
3 Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects: 2024 Pre-application Prospectus–GOV.UK–
www.gov.uk/guidance/nationally-significant-infrastructure-projects-2024-pre-application-prospectus 
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2. Scheme Overview  
 
2.1 The Scheme  

 
2.1.1 The Scheme would cover approximately 1,200 hectares (excluding the Cable Route Search Area) of 

nine sites (Green Hill A to G and Green Hill BESS) across the administrative areas of West 
Northamptonshire Council, North Northamptonshire Council, and Milton Keynes City Council. 
 

2.1.2 The Scheme comprises: 
 

• Green Hill A, A.2, B, C, D, E, F, G, and Green Hill BESS: eight solar array sites and a dedicated battery 
energy storage system site. The solar array sites will include solar panels, conversion units, inverters 
and 132 kV substations in Green Hill A, B, E, F and G.  

• Two 400 kV substations will be required for the Scheme, located in Green Hill C and Green Hill BESS 
(see 4.1.4 of Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR), Chapter 4) 

• The indicative masterplan (PEIR Volume 3, Appendix 4.1) allows for the provision of BESS at both the 
Green Hill BESS and Green Hill C. 

• A Cable Corridor identified for the underground electricity cables connecting the Green Hill sites, 
substations and the energy storage system to the National Grid substation at Grendon. 

• Any associated infrastructure, mitigation and enhancement measures, and other ancillary works, for 
example, fencing, security, local grid connections, temporary access roads, permanent means of 
access, highway works, temporary works compounds and work sites. 

2.1.3 The proposed DCO will, among other things, authorise:  
 

• the construction, operation, maintenance and decommissioning of the solar PV electricity generating 
station and associated development, including grid connection and energy storage facility  

• the compulsory acquisition of land, including interests in land; rights over land and imposition of 
restrictions; powers to override, suspend or extinguish rights over land; and powers for the 
temporary use of land 

• the application, modification and/or disapplication of legislation including legislation relating to 
compulsory purchase and landlord and tenant 

• ancillary, incidental and consequential provisions, licences, property rights, permits and consents as 
are necessary and/or convenient. 

2.1.4 Green Hill Solar Farm is an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) development for the purposes of 
the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017. This means that 
the proposed works involved constitute development for which an EIA is required and the proposed 
Application for a DCO will therefore be accompanied by an Environmental Statement.  
 

2.1.5 The Environmental Statement will provide a detailed description of the Green Hill Solar Farm and its 
likely significant environmental effects. Preliminary information compiled about the proposed 
Scheme’s likely significant environmental effects was set out for statutory consultation in a 
Preliminary Environmental Information Report (the PEIR) and summarised in a Non-Technical 
Summary. 
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2.2 The need for Green Hill Solar Farm 
  

2.2.1 The UK has set ambitious climate change targets to achieve net zero carbon emissions by 2050 and 
to ensure that the energy supply remains secure, reliable, and affordable. Currently, around 17 GW 
of solar energy has been installed across the UK, according to the Department for Energy Security 
and Net Zero (DESNZ).4 Solar energy will play a major role in the achievement of the net zero 2050 
target. 
 

2.2.2 The National Policy Statement for Energy (EN-1), which sets out the government’s policy for delivery 
of major energy infrastructure, specifies renewable energy infrastructure development as a critical 
national priority.5 
 

2.2.3 The National Policy Statement for Energy (EN-3) states “there is an urgent need for new electricity 
generating capacity to meet our energy objectives” and Section 2.10 of the Statement sets out the 
need for solar-photovoltaic generation to meet net zero emissions by 20506.  

 
2.2.4 The Scheme is designed to supply a power output of 500 MW to the National Grid, which would 

provide a substantial source of electricity to the country, equivalent to powering approximately 
115,000 households annually. 

 

  

 
4 UK solar capacity grows 1GW year on year–Solar Power Portal– 
www.solarpowerportal.co.uk/uk-solar-capacity-grows-1gw-year-on year/ 
5 Department for Energy Security & Net Zero  Overarching National Policy  Statement for Energy (EN-1) – GOV.UK – 
assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65bbfbdc709fe1000f637052/overarching-nps-for-energy-en1.pdf 
6 Department for Energy Security & Net Zero National Policy Statement for Renewable Energy Infrastructure (EN-3) – 
GOV.UK – assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65a7889996a5ec000d731aba/nps-renewable-energy-infrastructure-
en3.pdf  
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3. Consultation and engagement overview  
 

3.1 Consultation approach 
 

3.1.1 The Applicant has engaged with stakeholders and the community in line with the requirements set 
out in the Act, along with the Guidance on pre-application consultation published by the 
Government, as well as the Planning Inspectorate’s Advice Note Two (August 2024)7 on the role of 
local authorities in the development consent process and Advice Note Three (September 2024)8 on 
EIA notification and consultation.  
 

3.1.2 The approach to consultation consists of two broad phases:  

• Initial engagement and consultation workshops (non-statutory) held between January and 
September 2024. 

• Public (statutory) consultation period lasting six weeks from 7 November to 19 December 2024. 

3.1.3 A summary of the initial engagement and consultation workshops, also referred to as non-statutory 
consultation, and the public (statutory) consultation is provided in Section 3.2 and Section 3.5  

 

3.2 Initial engagement 
 

3.2.1 The primary aim of the Applicant’s initial engagement was to introduce our early-stage proposals for 
the Scheme, including the early environmental assessments and site selection work carried out to 
date. During this initial stage of engagement, we worked collaboratively with stakeholders to help 
understand key issues and potential constraints in the local area. As part of the initial engagement, 
we issued letters introducing the Scheme to the following:  

 
• Member of Parliament (MP) for Wellingborough 
• MP for Daventry  
• West Northamptonshire Council 
• North Northamptonshire Council 
• Milton Keynes City Council (in April 2024, following the inclusion of Site G) 
• MP for Milton Keynes Central in July 2024 (following General Election boundary changes) 
• MP for Milton Keynes North – in July 2024 (following General Election boundary changes) 
• residential and commercial properties we consider as ‘neighbours’ to the site (within 50 m from the 

edge of the site boundary) and likely to be interested in the proposals.  

3.2.2 The letter invited stakeholders to an introductory briefing on the Scheme. The Applicant met with 
planning officers and local councillors from North Northamptonshire Council, planning officers from 
West Northamptonshire Council and appropriate parish council representatives. The table below 
details the meetings with planning officers.  
 

 
 

7 Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects: Advice for Local Authorities –GOV.UK – 
www.gov.uk/guidance/nationally-significant-infrastructure-projects-advice-for-local-authorities 
8 Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects: Advice on EIA Notification and Consultation – GOV.UK – 
www.gov.uk/guidance/nationally-significant-infrastructure-projects-advice-on-eia-notification-and-consultation 
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Date of meeting  Stakeholder (name/organisation) 

13 December 
2023  

North Northamptonshire: Troy Healy – Principal Planning Manager – Growth & 
Regeneration  

20 December 
2023 West Northamptonshire: Shaun Robson– Head of Service – Development Management  

29 August 2024 

Milton Keynes City Council: Planning Officers 
•  – Development Planning – Lead Case Officer  
•  – Ecology  
•  – ProW  
• , Senior Landscape Officer  
•  – ProW  
•  – Flood Risk (LLFA)  
•  – Archaeology  
•  – Built Heritage  
•  – Highway  
•  – Development Planning  
•  – Landscape  
•  – Minerals  

 

3.2.3 In January 2024, the Applicant met with local councillors and conducted three joint briefings to local 
parish/town councils. The Applicant presented to:  

 
 

Date of meeting  Stakeholder (name/organisation) 

17 January 2024 

North Northamptonshire Councillors: 
• Cllr ; 
• Cllr  
• North Northamptonshire Planning Officers  

23 January 2024 

North Northamptonshire Parish Councils:  
• Wellingborough Town Council  
• Grendon Parish Council 
• Sywell Parish Council 
• Hardwick Parish Council 
• Easton Maudit Parish Council 
• Bozeat Parish Council 

24 January 2024 
North Northamptonshire Ward Members: 

• Cllr  (Higham Ferrers Ward) 
• Cllr  (Croyland and Swanspool) 

24 January 2024 

West Northamptonshire Parish Councils 
• Walgrave Parish Council 
• Holcot Parish Council 
• Cogenhoe and Whiston Parish Council 
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3.3 Non-statutory Consultation (March–May 2024) 
 

3.3.1 In early 2024, the Applicant met with stakeholders from West Northamptonshire Council, North 
Northamptonshire Council and Milton Keynes City Council, community groups and technical 
stakeholders to present initial ideas for the Scheme. 
 

3.3.2 A full list of stakeholders invited to the early engagement workshops can be found in Appendix 1.  
 

3.3.3 This was conducted through consultation workshops, as part of the non-statutory consultation. We 
held a series of consultation workshops (formerly known as ‘co:design’ workshops) with local 
stakeholders, by invitation, between March and May 2024.  These workshops took the format of a 
collaborative master-planning exercise between stakeholders and the developer, to capture local 
knowledge and incorporate this into the ongoing environmental assessments and design 
development. 
 

3.3.4 Five consultation workshops were held in March and May 2024. These consisted of the following 
stakeholder groups:  

 
• political stakeholders: two workshops were held for local host and neighbouring parish councillors 

and unitary authority councillors. They were held on 4 and 5 March 2024 at Mears Ashby Village 
Hall.  

• community stakeholders: community groups and representatives from relevant local organisations 
were invited to a workshop on Tuesday 5 March 2024 at Mears Ashby Village Hall.  

• technical stakeholders: local authority Planning Officers and other statutory and environmental 
consultees were invited to a workshop on Friday 15 March 2024 at Mears Ashby Village Hall.  

• Milton Keynes stakeholders: local political and community groups in Milton Keynes were invited to a 
workshop on Thursday 30 May 2024, at Turvey Village Hall.  

3.3.5 The fifth workshop was held in May 2024 following the inclusion of additional land in Milton Keynes, 
namely Green Hill G. The session was conducted in the same format as the workshops in March.  
 

3.3.6 A summary of the collaboration workshops can be found in the Green Hill Solar Farm Early 
Engagement Workshop Summary Report, available on the Scheme website.9 
 

3.3.7 This report was shared with stakeholders (Appendix 1) via email and sent to members of the Scheme 
mailing list via e-newsletter on 30 September 2024.  
 

3.3.8 Following the final workshop, the Applicant presented to members of North Northamptonshire 
Council, at the request of the Executive Director for Place and Economy.  
 

3.3.9 The outcomes of the workshops were used to shape the proposals for the Scheme for the public 
consultation.  
 

 
9 Green Hill Solar Early Engagement Workshop Summary Report–September 2024–Green Hill Solar Farm–
www.greenhillsolar.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Green-Hill-Solar-Farm-Early-Engagement-Workshop-Report-
Sep-2024.pdf 
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3.3.10 In June 2024, to raise awareness of the Scheme, we notified the wider public of the intention to 
develop Green Hill Solar Farm by publicising the Scheme to residential and business properties 
within a defined Non-statutory Primary Consultation Zone (PCZ) (Appendix 2) through a newsletter 
(Appendix 3).  
 

3.3.11 This newsletter contained information on the Scheme and details on how to contact the project 
team, such as the website, email address, and freephone information telephone line for those 
wishing to find out more. The PCZ extended up to 1 km from the project site land parcel boundaries 
and 0.5 km from the Stage 1 Cable Route Search area. The newsletter contained:  
 

• information about the Scheme  
• a map of the sites – overview  
• a summary of initial engagement and early engagement workshops  
• contact details – project email and freephone telephone. 

3.3.12 The newsletter ensured residents were clear about the communication channels so that they could 
contact the project with any questions at all times throughout the project duration.  
 

3.3.13 The PCZ for the non-statutory consultation contained 8,652 residential and business addresses.  
 

3.3.14 A press release was issued to local news outlets to maximise reach to the local communities on 30 
May 2024. The press release was issued to the following local publications:  

 
• Northamptonshire Telegraph 
• Northampton Chronicle and Echo  
• Milton Keynes Citizen  
• The Bucks Herald.  

3.3.15 The design of the Scheme taken forward for statutory consultation included the location of solar 
panels and associated development, provision of setbacks from public rights of way and other 
receptors, consideration of important views, and potential routes to access the Scheme.  
 

3.3.16 Examples of the changes to the design following the feedback from the early engagement 
workshops include:  

 
• Solar panels have been sited further eastwards at Green Hill A to reduce the impact on views from 

the residential properties on Newland Road.  
• A number of fields have had solar panels removed from the design of Green Hill C owing to potential 

landscape, ecology, and glint and glare impacts. 
• A number of fields have had solar panels removed from the design of Green Hill E owing to impacts 

on residential views from Earls Barton.  
• A number of fields have had solar panels removed from the design of Green Hill F owing to visual 

impacts on heritage assets at Easton Maudit and Grendon, ecology constraints and archaeological 
interests.  

• A series of permissive paths have been proposed as part of the Scheme, following ongoing 
consultations. These paths, planned around Green Hill E and F, aim to connect and enhance existing 
routes while also improving safety. 
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3.4 Landowner Engagement  
 

3.4.1 As part of the initial project development phase, the Applicant identified and engaged with 
landowners close to the proposed Scheme boundaries.   
 

3.4.2 Landowners of properties neighbouring the Scheme and within the Cable Route Search Area were 
identified and sent a letter at the start of the non-statutory consultation informing them of the 
proposals for the proposed Scheme and inviting them to comment on the proposals. The letters 
were delivered on 22 January 2024.  
 

3.4.3 Ahead of the statutory consultation, the Applicant carried out a diligent inquiry to identify all 
persons with an interest in land within the categories set out in s44 of the Act.  
 

3.4.4 The Applicant sought to identify the s44 consultees by undertaking a diligent enquiry before the 
statutory consultation commenced. This included reviewing the public data (e.g. the Land Registry), 
sending out a Land Interest Questionnaire, undertaking site visits and erecting site notices.  
 

3.4.5 Prior to the consultation, the Applicant notified s44 consultees by issuing the following package of 
correspondence on 26 and 27 October 2024 in writing by post: 
 

• a s44 cover letter produced on 25 October 2024, including a link to the consultation materials on the 
Scheme website; and 

• a copy of the notice publicising the Scheme under s48 of the Act, including details of the public 
consultation events and the locations where the consultation documents could be viewed, such as 
the PEIR, the NTS and the SoCC. 

3.4.6 In the event of unknown landowners, the Applicant initially issued unregistered site notices and 
made site visits to query ownership with locals. The Applicant also contacted PILs using identified 
contact details to query the ownership of any adjoining land. 
 

3.4.7 The Applicant continues their diligent enquiry so that new PILS are identified at the earliest 
opportunity and such persons will be listed in the Book of Reference, which will be submitted as part 
of the DCO application. All persons identified as having an interest in land within the Scheme 
boundary, or affected by the Scheme, were identified and notified of the statutory consultation, in 
accordance with s42 of the Act.  

 

3.5 Statutory Consultation (7 November–19 December 2024) 
 

3.5.1 Held in accordance with the Act, the pre-application statutory consultation aimed to ensure that the 
community, landowners, stakeholders and technical consultees had the opportunity to understand 
and influence the Applicant’s proposals.  
 

3.5.2 The statutory consultation was held for six weeks from Thursday 7 November to Thursday 19 
December 2024.  
 

3.5.3 The consultation sought feedback on all aspects of the Applicant’s plans for the Scheme including:  
 

• indicative masterplans identifying potential areas for the solar arrays, associated development and 
potential mitigation and enhancement opportunities  
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• the inclusion of Green Hill A.2 as land under consideration for the solar farm in June 2024. As the site 
was included in the Scheme after the non-statutory consultation, we provided the opportunity for 
residents to share their feedback on its inclusion. The inclusion of Site A.2 was announced on the 
Scheme website via ‘News’ update,10 in a meeting with planning officers from host local councils and 
included in the EIA Scoping Opinion Report.11  

• the Cable Route Search Area.  
• the Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) – containing preliminary assessments of 

the Scheme’s likely environmental effects associated with its construction, operation and 
decommissioning.  

• visualisations of the Scheme from selected viewpoints.  
• issues associated with the construction and operation of the solar farm and proposed mitigation 

measures.  
• possible community benefits, including funding for local initiatives.  
 

The consultation also sought general feedback and other local issues or sensitivities that the 
Applicant should be aware of.  
 

3.5.4 The Scheme devised a new PCZ for the statutory consultation within the area of the host local 
planning authorities of North Northamptonshire, West Northamptonshire and Milton Keynes, and 
the neighbouring authority of Bedford Borough Council. 
 

3.5.5 The PCZ extended up to 2 km from the Scheme’s site boundaries (within which the solar arrays and 
associated development would be located) and 1 km from the Cable Route Search Area (within 
which the electrical cables connecting the sites and Grendon Substation would be located). The 
changes to the PCZ were made following the comments on the draft SoCC made by North 
Northamptonshire Council (NNC), West Northamptonshire Council (WNC), and Milton Keynes City 
Council (MKCC). The changes resulted in the extension of the PCZ into Bedford Borough Council 
(BBC).  
 

3.5.6 The changes to the PCZ were considered sufficient to engage with members of the local community 
who would be most impacted by the Scheme and who are most likely to operate within the vicinity 
of it. 
 

3.5.7 The figure below shows the new PCZ for the statutory consultation. The PCZ contains approximately 
13,400 residential and business addresses. 

 
10 IGP has taken the decision to include additional land near Site A–Green Hill Solar Farm website – 
www.greenhillsolar.co.uk/news-posts/igp-has-taken-the-decision-to-include-additional-land-near-site-a/  
11 Scoping Opinion- Proposed Green Hill Solar Farm–Planning Inspectorate–
www.infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010170/EN010170-000002-
GHSF%20-%20Scoping%20Opinion.pdf 
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3.5.8 In addition to local residents and businesses in the vicinity of the Scheme (as defined by the PCZ), 
the Applicant consulted with the following groups (see Appendix 1 for the non-statutory consultee 
list): 
 

• landowners with interest in the Scheme 
• statutory consultees, such as: 

o host parish councils 
o host and neighbouring planning authorities 

o BBC was added to the list of consultees for statutory consultation in September 
2024.  

o technical stakeholders, such as the Environment Agency and Historic England. 
• Non-statutory consultees, such as: 

o members of parliament 
o community groups, voluntary organisations, faith communities 
o environmental groups in the PCZ 
o schools and colleges in the PCZ 
o seldom-heard groups (see Section 4). 

 

1 km from Cable 
Search Area 

Cable Search Area 

2 km from the site under 
consideration 

Site under consideration 
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3.5.9 Consultation was undertaken in line with the requirements of the Act and The Infrastructure 
Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) Regulations 2009. According to the 
requirements in section 42, section 47 and section 48 of the Act, notices about the consultation 
were published in local and national newspapers, and s42 consultees were notified via a s42 notice 
letter and a s48 notice.  
 

3.5.10 s48 of the Act requires the consultation to be publicised once in a national newspaper and twice in a 
locally circulated newspaper (Appendix 4).  

3.5.11 The s48 notices were advertised in the publications listed in the table below.  
 
National Newspapers: 
 

Publication  Publisher  Format Date of notice  
The Guardian Guardian News & Media (GNM) Print  Thursday 31 October 2024  
London Gazette  The Stationary Office  Print Thursday 31 October 2024 

 

Local Newspapers: 
 

Publication  Format Date of notice one  Date of notice two 

Northamptonshire Telegraph 
 

Print Thursday 31 October 
2024 

Thursday 7 November 
2024 

Milton Keynes Citizen 
 

Print Thursday 31 October 
2024 

Thursday 7 November 
2024 

Times and Citizen (Bedfordshire) Print  Thursday 31 October 
2024 

Thursday 7 November 
2024 

 

3.5.12 The Applicant also requested parish councils and parish meetings to publicise the consultation on 
their notice boards (Appendix 5). 
 

3.5.13 Formal notifications were issued to stakeholders on 30 October 2024, as required by s42 of the Act. 
 

3.5.14 During the statutory consultation, the Applicant used a range of methods to ensure an inclusive, 
meaningful and open consultation. The consultation utilised digital and non-digital methods of 
communication to ensure it could be accessed by all stakeholders. 
 

3.5.15 As part of the statutory consultation, the Applicant hosted four in-person events and three online 
webinars for members of the public to engage with. The list of the consultation events can be found 
in the table below. 

 

Date of the consultation event Time 
 
Location  

Monday 18 November 2024 14:00–19:00 Grendon Village Hall, Main Road, Grendon, 
Northampton NN7 1JW 

Saturday 23 November 2024 12:00–17:00 Lavendon Village Hall, 22 High Street, Lavendon, 
Buckinghamshire MK46 4HA 
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Wednesday 27 November 2024 14:00–19:00 Swanspool Pavilion, Swanspool Parade, 
Wellingborough NN8 9SR 

Saturday 7 December 2024 12:00–17:00 Walgrave Village Hall, 1 Newland Road, Walgrave, 
Northampton NN6 9PZ 

Wednesday 20 November 2024 18:00–19:00  Webinar – Livestorm  
Tuesday 26 November 2024 18:00–19:00  Webinar – Livestorm  
Wednesday 4 December 2024 12.30–13.30 Webinar – Livestorm  

 

3.5.16 In addition to the consultation events, the Applicant met with local stakeholders to present the 
proposals for the Scheme. The table below provides a list of the stakeholder briefings during the 
statutory consultation.  

 

Date of meeting  Stakeholder (Name/organisation) 

29 November 2024 (virtual) 
Joint briefing with: 
• Lavendon Parish Council members 
• North Northamptonshire Councillor – Cllr   

11 December 2024 (virtual) Moulton College 
16 December 2024 (virtual) Sarah Bool MP  

 

3.5.17 The consultation materials used during the statutory consultation can be found in the table below. 
 

Consultation materials  
Material Detail  
Consultation 
newsletter  

A consultation newsletter posted to all addresses in the PCZ provided an 
overview of the Scheme, the consultation, and how people can get involved. 
The newsletter indicated where the other consultation documents can be 
accessed and publicised the consultation events, including locations, dates, 
and timings.  
 
The newsletter contained a QR code directing residents to the website.  
 
Copies of the newsletter were also issued via email to stakeholders (Appendix 
1) and interested parties who had signed up for the Scheme’s mailing list.  

Consultation 
information booklet  

An information booklet containing a summary of the proposals for Green Hill 
Solar Farm and how the design of the solar farm has developed following the 
non-statutory consultation, including maps illustrating the Scheme.  
 
The information booklet also contained information on the public 
consultation events, such as the date, time and location of the exhibitions and 
webinars. It also listed the information deposit points for the consultation 
materials.  

Consultation 
feedback form 

A feedback form to allow people to provide feedback on the proposals. This 
was available in hard copy at local information points and consultation 
events. A digital copy was also accessible via the website. 
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Preliminary 
Environmental 
Informational Report 
(PEIR) and Non-
Technical Summary 
(NTS) 

The PEIR contained a summary of the Scheme and a preliminary assessment 
of the potential significant environmental effects and the initial strategies to 
mitigate adverse effects. The PEIR was based on information available at that 
time, however, the assessments are being developed and updated as the 
design of the Scheme is updated and further detail becomes available. This 
will be reported in an Environmental Statement (ES) submitted with the DCO 
application. 
 
A Non-Technical Summary of the PEIR was available to download free of 
charge from the website and electronically at Local Information Points. Hard 
copies of the PEIR and the NTS were made available at Local Information 
Points where access to the internet was not available.  
 
Further information on the Local Information Points is available in Section 4.  

Exhibition materials The consultation events contained exhibition boards to provide details of the 
Scheme, as well as to present maps of the proposed development. 
 
The exhibition boards were available at consultation events and on the 
website following the first consultation event.  

Statement of 
Community 
Consultation (SoCC) 

The SoCC was made available online throughout the consultation and free of 
charge in hard copy on request. A hard copy of the SoCC was also available to 
inspect at the Local Information Points. 

Materials in 
alternative formats 

Upon request, all documents were available in alternative accessible formats, 
such as braille and large print. Requests for translated summary documents 
were considered on a case-by-case basis.  

3.5.18 The enquiry channels listed in the table below were available throughout the consultation for 
members of the community and other stakeholders to contact the development team, ask 
questions, request further information, or request printed copies of consultation materials and 
documents. These communication channels will continue to be active throughout the pre-
application period. 

 

Method  Contact details  Hours of operation  

Telephone  0800 012 9882  9am–5:30pm weekdays (with an 
answerphone facility to take messages 
outside these hours). 

Email  Info@greenhillsolar.co.uk Members of the public were able to email 
24 hours a day, with emails being 
monitored between 9am and 5:30pm 
weekdays. The development team aimed 
to acknowledge all emails received as 
soon as practicable and endeavoured to 
provide a substantive response within 10 
working days of receipt. 

Post FREEPOST GREEN HILL SOLAR FARM Respondents were able to provide their 
responses in written format. Urgent 

mailto:Info@greenhillsolar.co.uk
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enquiries were directed to the Scheme’s 
email address or freephone line. 

3.5.19 The Applicant used a variety of methods to make people in the PCZ aware of the Scheme and 
advertise the consultation in addition to the activities already outlined. These methods included 
those in the table below. 

  
Method Detail  

Press release A local media press release, separate from the section notices, provided wider 
notification to local stakeholders of the consultation events, reaching stakeholders 
outside the PCZ. The press release was circulated with local media outlets. 

Emails and 
Section 42 
letters 

Emails were sent to stakeholders (Appendix 1) informing them of the statutory 
consultation, upcoming events, how to request further information, and how to feed 
back.  
 
Section 42 consultees (Appendix 6) were identified and were sent an s42 letter and a 
copy of the s48 notice on 30 October 2024. The s42 letter informed the consultee of 
the statutory consultation and invited them to provide their feedback on the proposed 
Scheme.  

Scheme 
consultation 
website  

The consultation website was updated on the launch of the statutory consultation. This 
update included details of consultation events, consultation materials, information on 
how to feed back on the project proposals and a digital feedback form embedded in the 
website.  

Statutory 
notices and 
adverts 

Statutory notices to publicise the consultation and the SoCC were published in local and 
national news publications in advance of the consultation launching. 

Information 
points 

Hard copies of the consultation information booklet and the feedback form were 
available to take home from a number of Local Information Points within the PCZ. 

A copy of the SoCC, the PEIR and the Non-Technical Summary of the PEIR were also 
available to inspect at local locations without access to the computer and internet.  

Site notices Notices were placed in publicly accessible locations within the indicative Order Limits to 
notify of the consultation. 

 

A map (Appendix 7) shows the locations of the 40 site notices that were placed in 
locations across the districts of West Northamptonshire, North Northamptonshire and 
Milton Keynes.  

 

The site notices were checked regularly throughout the statutory consultation period 
and any damaged or removed notices were replaced. 
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3.5.20 Respondents were able to provide their response in the following ways: 

• completing the feedback form online, which could be accessed via the Scheme website: 
www.greenhillsolar.co.uk 

• completing a printed feedback form, which could be collected from a consultation event or local 
information point, or on request by contacting the development team. Completed forms could be 
handed to the development team at events, scanned and emailed back to info@greenhillsolar.co.uk, 
or sent to FREEPOST GREEN HILL SOLAR FARM (no stamp or further details required).  

• emailing comments to info@greenhillsolar.co.uk  
• writing to us at FREEPOST GREEN HILL SOLAR FARM (no stamp or further details required). 

 
3.5.21 A total of 529 responses were received during this round of engagement through the online 

feedback form, hard copy letters, emails and hard copy feedback forms.  
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4. Developing the Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) 
 

4.1 Informal consultation on the SoCC 
 

4.1.1 Ahead of conducting statutory consultation, a Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) was 
prepared, consulted on and published following the process as prescribed in s47 of the Act, prior to 
starting statutory consultation.  

4.1.2 The Applicant initially issued a notice to NNC and WNC outlining the planned engagement activities 
for the statutory consultation. This marked the beginning of the informal consultation on the SoCC.  

4.1.3 As Green Hill G was not included in the Scheme until May 2024, Milton Keynes City Council was not 
included in the initial informal consultation. However, Planning Officers were briefed on the 
approach to the statutory consultation during the brief meeting on 29 August 2024.  

4.1.4 The notice to NNC and WNC included details of the proposed timeline for consultation, as well as 
key information about the development and the consultation strategy. The Applicant received 
acknowledgement of receipt, and no further comments or recommendations were provided 
regarding the proposed approach to consultation or the development of the SoCC. 

4.1.5 Following the close of the non-statutory consultation in September 2024, the Applicant began 
preparing the SoCC, building upon the principles and approach previously shared with the local 
authorities.  

4.1.6 The SoCC set out how the Applicant planned to consult and engage with the local community on the 
Proposed Development.  

 

4.2 SoCC consultation  
 

4.2.1 The Applicant identified North Northamptonshire Council, West Northamptonshire Council and 
Milton Keynes Council as the relevant host local authorities under s43(1) of the Act. These host 
authorities were formally consulted on the draft SoCC. Parish councils within these areas were also 
notified and consulted via their respective local planning authorities (LPAs). 

4.2.2 In February 2024, the Applicant issued an informal notice to North Northamptonshire Council and 
West Northamptonshire Council. This notice outlined the Applicant’s intended approach to 
consultation and provided initial details regarding the draft SoCC. As no concerns were raised during 
this stage, the Applicant proceeded with drafting the SoCC in line with the outlined approach. 
 

4.2.3 In accordance with Section 47 of the Act, the Applicant then formally consulted the host authorities 
on the draft SoCC.  
 

4.2.4 The draft SoCC was sent to North Northamptonshire Council, West Northamptonshire Council and 
Milton Keynes City Council on 9 August 2024, with a deadline for responses set for 20 September 
2024.  

 

4.2.5 Milton Keynes City Council responded on 17 September 2024 confirming they had no objections and 
were satisfied with the proposed consultation approach. 
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4.2.6 North Northamptonshire Council provided substantive comments, which included the comments 
from Grendon Parish Council and Irchester Parish Council, on 17 September 2024. 

4.2.7 West Northamptonshire Councils confirmed receipt of the draft SoCC and provided their comments 
on 20 September 2024.  
 

4.2.8 Following consultation, the Applicant reviewed and incorporated the feedback received where 
possible. A formal response was issued to host authorities on 5 November 2024, and the SoCC was 
published on 7 November 2024. 
 

4.2.9 The responses from LPAs on the draft SoCC can be found In Appendix 8.  
 

4.2.10 The table below outlines the key feedback received from North Northamptonshire Council, including 
the responses of the parishes within its jurisdiction and of West Northamptonshire Council regarding 
the Applicant’s approach to consultation, and the actions taken as a result. The Consultation Report 
and its supporting appendices will provide comprehensive evidence of compliance with the SoCC 
consultation process, including details of how all feedback was taken into account. 

 

Comment  Regard Had  

[The SoCC] states that the consultation will take 
place ‘for six weeks between November 2024 
and January 2025’. It is suggested that this 
consultation period is either extended or moved 
to an alternative 6-week period, rather than 
taking place for 6 weeks during the proposed 
busy time over the Christmas and New Year 
holidays. 

The Applicant reviewed the consultation dates, 
resulting in a decision to bring the consultation forward 
so that it was completed before the Christmas period.  
 
The public (statutory) consultation was subsequently 
scheduled to run for six weeks, from Thursday 7 
November to Thursday 19 December 2024. 

[The SoCC] states that the Public Consultation 
Zone (PCZ) will be restricted up to 1 kilometre 
from the project site and 0.5 km from the Cable 
Search Area. Given the size, scale and extent of 
the scheme, this was deemed unduly restrictive. 
It is considered that residents within the wider 
area will experience a substantial change in the 
character of the landscape in which they live, 
work and enjoy and so should also be included 
in the consultation. 

The Applicant reviewed the Primary Consultation Zone 
(PCZ) and made the following changes: 

• the PCZ was extended to up to 2 kilometres 
(km) from the Scheme site boundaries, within 
which the solar arrays and associated 
development would be located. 

• the Applicant also extended the PCZ to 1 km 
from the Cable Route Search Area, within which 
the electrical cables connecting the sites and 
Grendon Substation would be located. 

Within the list of what non-statutory groups 
would be consulted, Parish Meetings need to be 
included. 

The Applicant added Parish Meetings to the list of non-
statutory consultees.  

Walgrave Parish Council would like Walgrave to 
be considered as a host for one of the in-person 
consultation events. 

The Applicant included Walgrave Village Hall as a venue 
for the consultation event held on Saturday 7 
December 2024, from 12:00 to 17:00. 
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This paragraph [in the SoCC] is regarding ‘Hard 
to Reach Groups’ and there is very general 
information about these groups and how they 
will be identified. It may be part of the next 
steps but please ensure that identifying hard-to-
reach groups will be in liaison with the local  
authorities. 

Section 7.7 of the SoCC was updated to detail the steps 
that would be taken to ensure the consultation was 
inclusive: 

• All references to ‘hard-to-reach groups’ were 
updated to ‘seldom-heard’ in the SoCC. 

• A list of seldom-heard community groups was 
included in Appendix 1 of the SoCC. 

• Table 3 of the SoCC outlined the consultation 
methods used to engage with seldom-heard 
groups. 

• Automated subtitles were made available for 
webinars to ensure accessibility for individuals 
with hearing impairments. 

[The SoCC] clearly sets out the intended 
consultation plan including when consultation 
will take place, what will be consulted on, who 
will be consulted and how this will be 
undertaken. It is recommended that a hard 
copy of the information is placed at The Forum 
in Towcester hub this is the planning office for 
WNC as well as one of the main WNC libraries 
and in The Guildhall, One Stop shop. 

The Applicant considered the suggestion. However, The 
Forum Towcester hub was not ultimately included as an 
Information point as it was not deemed accessible 
enough to residents within the PCZ due to its distance 
from the Scheme.  
 
Although this request could not be actioned, the 
Applicant added Wellingborough Library as an 
additional information point within the vicinity of the 
PCZ and closer to the Scheme.  
 
As Wellingborough Library provided access to the 
internet, the Applicant deposited hard copies of the 
consultation information booklet and the feedback 
form and requested respondents use the computers 
provided to access the SoCC, PEIR and NTS via the 
electric copies on the Scheme website.  

[The SoCC] sets out how you are proposing to 
consult. Given the scale of the development and 
the number of communities impacted, 4 
consultation events and 3 webinars are 
considered low. It is suggested that the number 
of consultation events and webinars are 
increased. Webinars should also include 
weekends and evenings to accommodate 
working families. 

The Applicant determined the number of consultation 
events by reviewing the suitability and availability of 
venues within or in the immediate vicinity of the PCZ. 
Four consultation events and three webinars were 
scheduled. This was determined to be proportionate to 
the size of the Scheme and sufficient opportunities to 
engage with the consultation.  
 
Furthermore, the Applicant provided copies of the 
consultation materials, including the consultation 
exhibition boards, on the Scheme website and provided 
a recording of a webinar, following requests from 
attendees.   
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The events and webinars were organised over a range 
of days and times throughout the week, including 
evenings and weekends, to accommodate working 
families. 

Irchester Parish Council offer Wollaston Library 
as a host venue as a local information point. 

The Applicant considered the suggestion made by 
Irchester Parish Council to add Wollaston Library as a 
local information point. However, the Local Information 
Points were carefully selected to be located in areas 
that were accessible to as many stakeholders as 
possible in the PCZ, and Wollaston Library did not 
sufficiently meet these accessibility requirements.  
 
The nearest in-person consultation event to Wollaston 
Library was held at Grendon Village Hall, which had 
greater accessibility. Wollaston Library was open during 
at least one webinar, providing an option for individuals 
without personal computer access to participate. 
The Applicant also added Wellingborough Library as an 
additional information point within the vicinity of the 
PCZ. 

As the proposal is within the locality of the 
Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits Special 
Protection Area (UNVGP SPA), the statement 
should include any reference to any 
consultation requirements methods set out in 
the Habitats Regulation. 

The Applicant noted that the Habitats Regulations 
require consultation with the relevant Statutory Nature 
Conservation Body, Natural England, but do not outline 
any specific distinct requirements or methods for 
consultation beyond this.  
 
The Applicant consulted with Natural England and is 
carrying out ongoing engagement. Following 
discussions with Natural England, the Applicant 
undertook work to address environmental protection 
measures within the Scheme design to avoid harm to 
wildlife, disruption to habitats, and impacts on the 
Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits Special Protection Area 
during construction.  
 
Consultation with Natural England is ongoing to inform 
the development of the Scheme’s design ahead of the 
application submission. Discussions focus on identifying 
and mitigating potential environmental impacts and 
integrating appropriate measures into the final design. 
Additional information relating to this was made 
available during the public consultation and included in 
the PEIR. 
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4.3 Duty to consult under Section 42 of the Planning Act 2008 

 
4.3.1 In relation to s42, the Applicant consulted the following ‘Section 42 Consultees’ (Appendix 6) about 

the proposed application: 
 

• Section 42(1)(a) – the persons prescribed by the Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed 
Forms and Procedure) Regulations 2009 (as amended by the Infrastructure Planning (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Regulations 2024); 

• Section 42(1)(b) – each local authority that is within s43 (host authorities and authorities 
neighbouring the host authorities); 

• Section 42(1)(d) – each person who is within one or more of the categories set out in s44 (persons 
with an interest in land). 

4.3.2 Section 42 also provides that an applicant must consult with the following consultees if the proposed 
development or land falls within the categories described: 

 
• Section 42(1)(c) – the Greater London Authority if the land is in Greater London; 
• Section 42(1)(aa) – the Marine Management Organisation, in any case where the project would 

affect, or would be likely to affect, any of the areas specific in subsection 2 of s42 of the Act (tidal or 
offshore areas, including tidal parts of main rivers. 

 

4.3.3 The Scheme is not located and does not include any land within Greater London. The Scheme will 
not affect and is not likely to affect any tidal waters. Whilst the Scheme is proposed to include a 
cable crossing of the River Nene, the river is not tidal at or close to this area. Accordingly, it was not 
necessary for the Applicant to consult with the Greater London Authority or the Marine 
Management Organisation. 

 

4.3.4 Prior to commencing the statutory consultation, the Applicant issued the s42 consultees information 
on the statutory consultation in writing by post and/or email, depending on contact details available 
to the Applicant.  
 

4.4 Duty to notify the Planning Inspectorate of the proposed application under Section 46 of the 
Planning Act 2008 
 

4.4.1 Prior to commencing the statutory consultation, the Applicant notified the SoS of its intention to 
submit an application for development consent for the Scheme under s46 of the Act (Appendix 9). 
 

4.4.2 The notification was sent to the Planning Inspectorate electronically on 30 October 2024, including 
the following attachments: 

 
• Section 46 notification letter, including a link to the consultation materials on the Scheme website; 
• example copies of the s42 covering letters (one letter type being for prescribed s42 consultees and 

local authorities, the other being addressed to persons identified as being within the categories in 
s44 ; 

• site plan showing the location of the Scheme and 
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• a copy of the notice publicising the Application under s48 of the Act (including details of the public 
consultation events and the locations where the consultation documents could be inspected free of 
charge). 

4.4.3 The Planning Inspectorate (PINS) on behalf of the SoS acknowledged receipt of the notification on 1 
November 2024. 

 
4.5 Publicity under Section 47 of the Act  

 
4.5.1 In compliance with the publicity requirements of s47(6) of the Act, the SoCC was published in local 

news publications in advance of the consultation launch and issuing of the s48 notice. This notice 
provided information on how the Applicant intended to engage with stakeholders and local 
communities during the upcoming statutory consultation.  

4.5.2 Section 47 notices were published as shown In the table below.  

Publication  

 

Format Proposed date of notice  

Daventry Express  Print Thursday 31 October 2024 

Northampton Chronicle & Echo Print Thursday 31 October 2024 

Northamptonshire Telegraph Print Thursday 31 October 2024 

Milton Keynes Citizen Print Thursday 31 October 2024 

The Bucks Herald (Milton 
Keynes)  

Print Wednesday 30 October 2024 

Times and Citizen 
(Bedfordshire) 

Print  Thursday 31 October 2024 

 

4.5.3 Hard copies of the SoCC were placed at the following information points: 

• Brixworth Library 
• Wellingborough Library  
• Duston Library 
• Moulton Library  
• Earls Barton Library  
• Rothwell Community Library  
• Milton Keynes Library. 

4.5.4 The SoCC was also made available in hard copy at each of the consultation events held during the 
consultation period, and a digital version was viewable on the project website from 7 November 
2024.  

 
4.6 Compliance with the SoCC 
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4.6.1 The table below shows how the statutory consultation held between 7 November and 19 December 
was undertaken in compliance with the SoCC, as per the requirements of s47 (7) of the Act. 

4.6.2 The Consultation Report and its supporting appendices will include all evidence of compliance.  
 
 
 

Section of 
SoCC  

SoCC Commitment  Complete/Actions taken 

Consultation  
N/A Consulted and had regard for 

comments from: 
• West Northamptonshire Council 
• North Northamptonshire Council  
• Milton Keynes City Council. 

Comments were received from West 
Northamptonshire Council and North 
Northamptonshire Council. Milton Keynes City 
Council acknowledged receipt of the SoCC but 
provided no comments.  
 
All comments were considered and 
incorporated where reasonably feasible to do 
so.  
 

5 
 

We will also be consulting on a 
Preliminary Environmental Information 
Report (PEIR), which provides 
information about the preliminary 
results of the Applicant’s assessments, 
as part of the statutory consultation. A 
Non-technical Summary (NTS) will be 
available to summarise the content of 
the PEIR in non-technical terms.  
 
The PEIR and NTS will be: 
• available on the website 
• available at information points 
• available at in-person events 

during statutory consultation.  
 
The Applicant will be seeking views 
from members of the public and other 
stakeholders on these (PEIR and NTS) 
and other consultation documents. 
 

Ahead of the statutory consultation, the 
Applicant produced a PEIR and NTS. These 
materials were made available on the website 
and at information points (more details can be 
found below).  
 
The Applicant also provided hard copies at 
each consultation event, and the materials 
were available to view digitally on request.  
 
Views were sought both at events and via 
official feedback channels. Further evidence of 
this feedback will be provided as part of the 
Consultation Report.  
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7.1 The statutory consultation will be held 
for six weeks between 7 November 
2024 and 19 December 2024.  
 
All digital responses to the consultation 
must be received by 11:59 pm on the 
closing date.  
 
We will allow an additional two-week 
period to receive responses via post to 
account for any delays. 

A six-week statutory consultation was held 
between 7 November 2024 and 19 December 
2024.  
 
The deadline for digital responses was upheld. 
An additional two-week period to receive 
responses via post was allowed. The deadline 
for postal responses was 10 January 2025. This 
information was confirmed by a website 
update on 20 December 2024.  

7.2  We will be seeking feedback on all 
aspects of the Applicant’s plans for the 
Scheme. This will involve inviting 
comments on issues such as, but not 
limited to: 
• indicative masterplans identifying 

potential areas for the solar arrays, 
associated development and 
potential mitigation and 
enhancement opportunities  

• the inclusion of Green Hill A.2 as 
land under consideration for the 
solar farm. As the site was 
included in the Scheme after the 
non-statutory consultation, we will 
provide the opportunity for 
residents to share their feedback 
on its inclusion. 

• the Cable Route Search Area 
• the PEIR–which will include 

preliminary assessments of the 
Scheme’s environmental effects 
associated with its construction, 
operation and decommissioning 

• visualisations of the Scheme from 
selected viewpoints 

• issues associated with the 
construction and operation of the 
solar farm and proposed 
mitigation measures 

• possible community benefit 
initiatives 

Materials provided at in-person events, 
information points, and online, offered 
comprehensive information on all aspects of 
the Scheme. These included: 
• indicative masterplans of the Site 
• an indicative masterplan highlighting the 

addition of Site A.2 
• a map indicating the Cable Route Search 

Area 
• digital and reference copies of the PEIR 
• visualisations of the Scheme from 

selected viewpoints 
• a Project Information Booklet providing 

information on the Scheme, including 
details of its construction, operation and 
proposed mitigation measures 

• information on the Applicant’s approach 
to community benefits, detailed within 
the Project Information Booklet and 
Exhibition Boards. 

 
A feedback form was made available to 
stakeholders, allowing them to share their 
views on all aspects of the Scheme.  
 
The form also invited feedback on local issues 
or sensitivities and suggestions for potential 
community benefits. 
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• any other feedback and local 
issues or sensitivities of which we 
should be aware. 

 
7.3 The Scheme has devised a new PCZ for 

the statutory consultation within the 
area of the host local planning 
authorities of North Northamptonshire 
Council, West Northamptonshire 
Council, Milton Keynes City Council and 
the neighbouring authority of Bedford 
Borough Council. 
 
The PCZ followed consultation with 
North Northamptonshire Council, West 
Northamptonshire Council and Milton 
Keynes City Council, and is considered 
sufficient to engage with members of 
the local community who would be 
most impacted by the Scheme and are 
most likely to operate within the 
vicinity of it.  

A PCZ of 13,482 residential and business 
addresses was used, covering all main 
residential clusters within 2 km of the Sites 
and 1 km from the Cable Route Search Area to 
the Scheme that could reasonably be 
expected to be impacted. 
 
The PCZ was in the SoCC and agreed with the 
host authorities during the SoCC consultation. 
 
A newsletter was distributed to the PCZ, 
announcing the start of the statutory 
consultation and providing details of the 
Scheme and how to participate.  
 
The newsletter included locations, dates and 
times for all events and listed the locations of 
information points where further information 
could be obtained. 
 
A consultation leaflet was distributed in week 
three of the consultation that reminded 
people of the details of how to participate in 
the consultation.  
 

7.3 In addition to the PCZ, we will be 
consulting the following groups: 
• landowners with interest in the 

Scheme 
• statutory consultees, such as:  

o host parish councils  
o host and neighbouring local 

planning authorities  
o technical stakeholders, such as 

the Environment Agency and 
Historic England.  

Non-statutory consultees, such as:  
• Members of Parliament  
• parish meetings  
• community groups, voluntary 

organisations, faith communities  

All consultee groups were contacted as part of 
the statutory consultation. A full list of 
stakeholders can be found in Appendix 1 of 
the SoCC.  
 
Consultees were notified of the statutory 
consultation prior to the launch date and 
Invited to a presentation of the Scheme.  
 
Consultees were invited to participate In the 
statutory consultation.  
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• environmental groups in the PCZ 
• schools and colleges in the PCZ 
• seldom-heard groups. 
 

7.3 Members of the general public will be 
notified of the consultation via notices 
in local, regional and national 
newspapers.  

In accordance with S48, notices were 
published: 
Once in two national Newspapers: 
• The Guardian  
• London Gazette.  

Twice across two successive weeks in locally 
circulating newspapers: 
• Northamptonshire Telegraph  
• Milton Keynes Citizen  
• Times and Citizen (Bedfordshire). 

 We will also ask parish councils and 
parish meetings to publicise the 
consultation on their notice boards. 

Parish councils were contacted via the project 
inbox. It was requested that they publicise the 
consultation and how to participate (Appendix 
5). 
 

Consultation methods  
7.4 (Table 1) We will be holding four consultation 

events at locations within or in the 
immediate vicinity of the PCZ, which 
are accessible by public and private 
transport.  
 
They will be advertised in consultation 
leaflets, in the local media, at local 
information points and through wider 
publicity using local community groups. 
 
Members of the development team 
will be at these events to discuss the 
proposals in more detail and answer 
any questions.  
 
Hard copies of selected materials will 
also be available to view and take 

Events were scheduled at accessible locations 
within the immediate vicinity of the PCZ. The 
events were held as follows: 
• Monday, 18 November 2024, 14:00–19:00: 

Grendon Village Hall, Main Road, Grendon, 
Northampton NN7 1JW 

• Saturday, 23 November 2024, 12:00–
17:00: Lavendon Village Hall, 22 High 
Street, Lavendon, Buckinghamshire MK46 
4HA 

• Wednesday, 27 November 2024, 14:00–
19:00: Swanspool Pavilion, Swanspool 
Parade, Wellingborough NN8 9SR 

• Saturday, 7 December 2024, 12:00–17:00: 
Walgrave Village Hall, 1 Newland Road, 
Walgrave, Northampton NN6 9PZ. 

 
Ahead of the events, it was confirmed that the 
venues were accessible by public transport 
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away, with all materials available in 
digital format via the website. 

and that parking was available to 
accommodate those using private transport. 
 
Members of the development team were 
present to answer questions directly. If they 
were unable to provide an answer on the day, 
attendees were encouraged to contact the 
project team via the official communication 
channels. 
 
The events were advertised through: 
• the consultation newsletter and 

consultation leaflets distributed to the 
PCZ 

• local media, through a press release 
• local information points, through the 

availability of leaflets, which provided 
details of the consultation and how to 
participate 

• wider publicity through the local 
community through the distribution of 
leaflets to local community groups. 

 
The following materials were available at the 
events: 
• hard copies of the Project Information 

Booklet 
• feedback forms for attendees to 

complete 
• reference copies of the SoCC and PEIR 
• indicative masterplans of the Scheme  
• maps of the proposed access routes.  
•  

7.4 (Table 1) Three webinars will be held for 
stakeholders to join via telephone or 
online via Livestorm. 
 
The webinar sessions will be hosted at 
times in the day and in the evening to 
accommodate working families. 
 

Three webinars were held using the Livestorm 
platform: 
• Wednesday 20 November 2024, 6–7pm 
• Tuesday 26 November 2024, 6–7pm 
• Wednesday 4 December 2024, 12:30–

1:30pm. 
 
To ensure accessibility, arrangements were 
made for participants to join the webinars via 
telephone. 
 
The webinars scheduled between 18:00–19:00 
were held outside typical working hours, 
accommodating the needs of working families. 
We scheduled one webinar at lunchtime to 
make it more accessible for attendees who 
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may have work or other commitments during 
standard working hours. 
 
Following requests from attendees, a 
recording of a webinar was uploaded onto the 
Scheme website. The recording contained 
automated subtitles.  
 

7.4 (Table 1) Questions will be answered following 
the presentation on the webinar and in 
the time available.  
 
Any remaining unanswered questions 
will be answered in writing after the 
event if the respondent contacts the 
Community Relations Team. 

The project team delivered a presentation 
that mirrored the information displayed on 
the exhibition boards at the consultation 
events. 
 
A dedicated question-and-answer session 
followed the presentation, during which 
members of the project team were available 
to address queries within the allocated time. 
This was not included in the webinar 
recording.  
 
Following the events, the project team 
received three enquiries relating specifically to 
the webinar. These were addressed by the 
community relations team via the project 
inbox.  
 

7.4 (Table 1) The link to the webinars will be 
available on the Scheme website. 
 

The link to register for the webinars was 
provided on the Scheme website. Only those 
registered could participate. 
  
Once participants had registered they 
received a link in their inbox, allowing them to 
access the webinar.  
 
For those unable to attend, a recording was 
made available ensuring a webinar could be 
viewed, without any requirement to register, 
at a time that suits the consultee.  
 

7.4 (Table 1) The webinars will be accessible via web 
browser and will not require the 
attendee to download software. 

The Livestorm platform was accessible via web 
browser and did not require attendees to 
download software.  
 

7.4 (Table 1) Instructions on how to register and 
attend the webinars will be provided 
on the Scheme website. 
 

Instructions on how to register for the 
webinars were provided under the 
‘Consultation by Collaboration’ section of the 
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Scheme website. This section was updated 
ahead of the statutory consultation.  
 

7.4 (Table 1) Hard copies of the Consultation 
Information Booklet and the 
Consultation Feedback Form will be 
available to take away from all local 
information points listed below. 
• Brixworth Library 
• Wellingborough Library  
• Duston Library 
• Moulton Library  
• Earls Barton Library  
• Rothwell Community Library  
• Milton Keynes Library  

Hard copies of the Consultation Information 
Booklet and the Consultation Feedback Form 
were distributed ahead of the start of the 
statutory consultation to the following local 
information points: 
• Brixworth Library 
• Wellingborough Library* 
• Duston Library 
• Moulton Library  
• Earls Barton Library  
• Rothwell Community Library 
• Milton Keynes Library 

 
*Note: Wellingborough Library did not initially 
receive materials at the same time as other 
locations due to a distribution error. However, 
this was rectified, and copies of the 
Consultation Information Booklet and the 
Feedback Form were issued. These arrived on 
Friday 29 November.  
 
The opportunity was also taken to replenish 
the supply of materials at the full list of 
information points. Additional Consultation 
Information Booklets and Feedback Forms 
were distributed to ensure supply for the 
whole consultation period. The additional 
materials arrived on Friday 29 November.  
 

7.4 (Table 1) Electronic copies of the SoCC, PEIR and 
Non-technical Summary (NTS) will be 
available to view and download 
electronically (for reference) at each 
local information point with access to a 
computer. 

The SoCC, PEIR and NTS were available online 
for information points that had access to a 
computer. Those information points were as 
follows: 
• Brixworth Library 
• Wellingborough Library  
• Duston Library 
• Earls Barton Library  
• Milton Keynes Library 
• Moulton Community Library. 
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7.4 (Table 1) Reference copies of the SoCC, PEIR and 
NTS will be provided to information 
points that do not have access to a 
computer and/or internet. These 
locations are:  
• Moulton Community Library 
• Rothwell Community Library. 

Reference copies of the SoCC, PEIR, and NTS 
were made available at Rothwell Community 
Library. 
 
It was brought to the Applicant’s attention 
that due to a distribution error, Moulton 
Community Library did not receive hard copies 
of the SoCC, PEIR, and NTS. Unfortunately, this 
error was not identified within the statutory 
consultation period. Following an 
investigation, the Applicant has confirmed 
that the consultation booklets and feedback 
forms were delivered to Moulton Community 
Library on 6 November 2024, and it has 
established that a computer was available for 
visitors to Moulton Community Library to use 
and that this could have been used to review 
the statutory consultation materials online. 
Consultation information booklets and 
feedback forms were also delivered to 
Moulton Community Library on Friday 29 
November 2024, and were available to 
visitors. 
 
In order that this error does not affect any 
person’s opportunity to comment on the 
Scheme, and to adhere to the commitments 
made in the SoCC and s48 notice, the 
Applicant will place the hard copies of the 
PEIR, the NTS and SoCC at Moulton Library for 
a minimum of 28 days, to align with a period 
of Targeted Consultation. This will provide 
people with the opportunity to view and 
provide any new or additional feedback on the 
statutory consultation materials, as well as the 
changes that are the subject of the targeted 
consultation.  
 
The Applicant will place an advertisement in a 
locally distributed newspaper, providing the 
details of the targeted consultation and 
confirming that the PEIR and other statutory 
consultation materials will be available for 
review at Moulton Community Library.  
 
The Applicant will write directly to residential 
and business properties and parish councils 
within the PCZ notifying them of the targeted 
consultation, and confirming that the PEIR 
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may be reviewed in hard copy at Moulton 
Library.  
 
The Applicant will also provide an update on 
the Scheme website and issue and e-
newsletter to anyone registered for the Green 
Hill Solar Farm mailing list.  
 
The SoCC, PEIR, and NTS were also available 
for download via the project website and as 
reference copies at the in-person consultation 
events, details of which are provided above. 

7.4 (Table 1) All statutory consultation documents 
(mentioned above) will be presented 
digitally and available for download, 
free of charge, from the website.  

The SoCC, PEIR, and NTS were available for 
download via the project website and 
signposted under the ‘Documents’ section of 
the website.  
 

7.4 (Table 1) Information made available at the 
consultation events will also be 
published on the website. 

All information provided at the consultation 
events was made available for download in 
the "Documents" section of the Scheme’s 
website. 
 
This included: 
• digital copies of the exhibition boards 

displayed at the events. 
• indicative masterplans that were printed 

and shared at the events. 
• a recording of the consultation webinars. 

 
Consultation Materials   
7.4 (Table 1) 
 
 
 
 

A consultation newsletter, posted to all 
addresses in the PCZ, will provide an 
overview of the Scheme, the 
consultation, and how people can get 
involved.  
 
The newsletter will indicate where the 
other consultation documents can be 
accessed and publicise the consultation 
events, including locations, dates and 
timings. 
 
Copies of the newsletter will also be 
emailed electronically to key 
stakeholders. 
 

A consultation newsletter was prepared and 
distributed to all addresses within the PCZ 
prior to the start of the statutory consultation. 
It was also sent electronically to stakeholders 
who had shared their email address with us, 
and public bodies with a relevant email 
address.  
 
The consultation newsletter included the 
following information: 
• an overview of the consultation process 
• details of the planning process 
• information about Green Hill Solar Farm 
• the Applicant’s vision for Green Hill Solar 

Farm 
• background information on Island Green 

Power, Green Hill Solar Farm’s parent 
company 

• details of the early-stage consultation 
• a location map 
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• information about the public 
consultation, including how to provide 
feedback, event times and locations, and 
details of local information points 

• a glossary and guidance on navigating 
the consultation documents 

• a project timeline 
• contact details. 

 
7.4 (Table 1) 
 

Information booklet containing a 
summary of the proposals for Green 
Hill Solar Farm and how the design of 
the solar farm has developed following 
the non-statutory consultation, 
including maps illustrating the Scheme.  
 
The information booklet will also 
contain information on the public 
consultation events, such as the date, 
time and location of the exhibitions 
and webinars.  
 
It will also list the information deposit 
points for the consultation materials. 
 

An information booklet was produced ahead 
of the start of statutory consultation. It was 
distributed to local information points and 
made available in hard copy at consultation 
events. It was also available for download on 
the Scheme website. 
 
The information booklet included the 
following sections: 
• Introduction 
• Key facts about the Scheme 
• Details of engagement to date 
• About Island Green Power 
• The Need for Green Hill Solar Farm 
o At a national level 
o At a local level 

• The Applicant’s vision 
• Site selection 
• Evolution of the scheme design 
• Our proposals 
• Scheme description 
• Solar farm details 
• Indicative masterplans 
• Green Hill Solar Farm construction, 

operation, and decommissioning 
• Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
• Community benefit 
• How to have your say (inc. how to 

provide feedback, event times and 
locations, and details of local information 
points)  

• Next steps 
• Glossary of terms 
• Contact details. 

 
On 28 November 2024, it was noted that Page 
25 of the information booklet, under the 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
section, contained an error. A statement 
regarding the benefits to local species during 
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the operational phase was corrected to 
accurately reflect the surveys undertaken.  
 
Corrected copies of the information booklet 
were distributed to local information points 
and made available at consultation events. 
The downloadable version on the Scheme 
website was updated.  
 
A correction notice was published on the 
Scheme website, and made available in print 
at local information points. The notice 
directed stakeholders with any outstanding 
queries to the contact details for the 
community relations team.  
 

7.4 (Table 1) 
 

A feedback form will allow people to 
provide feedback on the proposals. 
This will be electronic and accessible 
via the website.  
 
The form will be available in hard copy 
on request, at in person consultation 
events and information points.  
 
Completed hard copies can be 
returned to the development team at 
consultation events or via Royal Mail – 
FREEPOST GREEN HILL SOLAR FARM 
(no stamp or further details required). 
 

A feedback form was made available on the 
Scheme website from the start of statutory 
consultation on 7 November 2024. Feedback 
forms were also provided at consultation 
events and information points throughout the 
consultation period. 
 
Additional copies of the feedback form were 
distributed to stakeholders upon request. 
 
The project team continued to receive hard 
copies of completed feedback forms 
submitted via freepost throughout the 
statutory consultation period. 

7.4 (Table 1) 
 
 

The PEIR will describe the Scheme and 
contain a preliminary assessment of 
the potential significant environmental 
effects and the initial strategies to 
mitigate adverse effects.  
 
A Non-Technical Summary (NTS) of the 
PEIR can also be downloaded free of 
charge from the website, electronically 
at local information points and will be 
available in printed format to view at 
consultation events. 
 

The Preliminary Environmental Information 
Report (PEIR) provided a detailed description 
of the Scheme, including a preliminary 
assessment of potential significant 
environmental effects and initial strategies for 
mitigating adverse impacts. The PEIR was 
available on the Scheme website and at local 
information points.  
 
The findings were summarised in the NTS, 
which was made available for download from 
the Scheme website and could be viewed 
electronically at local information points. 
Reference copies of the NTS were available at 
in-person consultation events, and tablets 
were provided to allow digital copies to be 
viewed upon request. 
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7.4 (Table 1) 
 

The exhibitions will contain exhibition 
boards to provide details of the 
Scheme as well as present maps of the 
proposed development. The exhibition 
boards will be available at consultation 
events and on the website. 

Exhibition boards were displayed at each 
consultation event, and made available for 
download on the Scheme website. The boards 
contained the following information: 
• Welcome and about Green Hill Solar 

Farm 
• About Island Green Power and the 

planning process 
• Vision for Green Hill Solar Farm  
• Location of Green Hill Solar Farm 
• Scheme update (‘you said, we did’) 
• Summaries of key PEIR topics 
• Transport and access maps 
• Approach to community benefits 
• How to have your say  
• Maps showing viewpoint locations.  

 
In addition to the exhibition boards displayed, 
visualisations of the Scheme from a number of 
viewpoints were also presented at each event 
and made available online. 
 

7.4 (Table 1) 
 

This SoCC will be made available online 
throughout the consultation and free 
of charge in hard copy on request.  
 
A hard copy of the SoCC will also be 
available to inspect at each local 
information point once the s47 notice 
has been publicised. 
 

The SoCC was available for download on the 
Scheme website throughout the consultation. 
Hard copies were also available at information 
points and at each of the consultation events 
listed above. 
 
Wellingborough Library did not initially 
receive a copy of the SoCC due to a 
distribution error. However, this was rectified 
on 28 November 2024 and a reference copy 
was issued and made available for inspection. 
 

7.4 (Table 1) 
 

Upon request, all documents will be 
available in alternative accessible 
formats, such as braille and large print.  
 
Requests for translated summary 
documents will be considered on a 
case-by-case basis. All requests should 
be made to the development team by 
email at info@greenhillsolar.co.uk or 
by phone – 0800 0129 882 (or at the 
consultation events). 
 

No requests were made for documents to be 
provided in alternative formats, but 
arrangements had been made to facilitate 
this.  
 
The Applicant accepted two requests for the 
Indicative Masterplan to be provided in larger 
print format i.e. in A3 print.  
 
The Applicant did not receive any requests for 
consultation materials to be translated. 
 
  

7.4 (Table 1) 
 

Select consultation materials are 
available for no extra charge. 
 

The information booklet, feedback form, and 
maps were made available free of charge. The 
project team received and fulfilled requests 
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for these materials throughout the 
consultation period.  
 

Promotion of consultation 
7.5 Statutory notices will be published in 

accordance with Section 48 of the Act. 
These notices will be published once in 
a national newspaper and the London 
Gazette and twice (across two 
successive weeks) in local circulating 
newspapers.  
 
Notices will also be sent to prescribed 
stakeholders and PILs as required by 
s42 of the Act. 

In accordance with S48, notices were 
published: 
Once in two national newspapers: 
• The Guardian  
• London Gazette.  

Twice across two successive weeks in locally 
circulating newspapers: 
• Northamptonshire Telegraph  
• Milton Keynes Citizen  
• Times and Citizen (Bedfordshire). 

 
A distribution list was prepared, and notices 
were shared and tracked in accordance with 
s42 of the Act.  

7.5 (Table 2)  A consultation newsletter, posted to all 
addresses in the PCZ, will provide an 
overview of the Scheme, the 
consultation, and how people can get 
involved. 
  
The newsletter will indicate where the 
other consultation documents can be 
accessed and publicise the consultation 
events, including locations, dates and 
timings.  
 
Copies of the newsletter will also be 
emailed electronically to key 
stakeholders.  
 
The newsletter will contain a QR code 
to direct people to the Scheme’s 
website. 
 

A newsletter was distributed to the PCZ and 
key stakeholders via email. Those who 
received the newsletter via email had 
previously shared their email address with us 
and requested that information be shared this 
way.  
 
The newsletter provided details of the Scheme 
and how to participate in the statutory 
consultation.  
 
The newsletter included locations, dates and 
times for all events and listed the locations of 
information points. A QR code was also 
included to direct stakeholders to the 
Scheme’s website, where additional 
information could be found. 
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7.5 (Table 2) Consultation leaflets will be posted 
electronically to key stakeholders, such 
as technical consultants, political 
leaders and community groups asking 
them to publicise the consultation 
within their networks via email. 
  
Printed copies of the leaflet will be 
available at local information points. 
We will also ask local information 
points if they can display a hard copy of 
the consultation leaflet on their notice 
boards, but this will be at their 
discretion. 
 
Hard copies of the leaflet will be 
distributed to residents and businesses 
within the PCZ approximately 3 weeks 
into the consultation period to boost 
engagement in the consultation.  
 
These leaflets will contain a QR code to 
direct people to the Scheme’s website. 
 

A consultation leaflet, containing details of the 
consultation and ways to participate, was 
emailed to key stakeholders including: 
• parish councils. 
• local community groups. 
• hard-to-reach groups. 

 
An accompanying cover note requested that 
recipients publicise the leaflet via 
noticeboards or within their individual 
networks. 
 
The leaflet was delivered to residential and 
business properties within the new PCZ on 28 
November. The leaflet contained information 
on how to take part in the consultation and 
Local Information Points.  
 
Hard copies of the consultation leaflet were 
provided to local information points, with a 
request that they display the leaflet alongside 
the other consultation materials on their 
notice boards. 
 
The consultation leaflet contained a QR code 
directing people to the Scheme website.  

7.5 (Table 2) One press release publicising the 
upcoming consultation and how the 
community and wider stakeholders can 
get involved will be issued ahead of the 
consultation.  
 
The press release will be released to 
national and regional newspapers 7 
days in advance of the launch of the 
public consultation on 31 October. 

To avoid repetition of the section notices, the  
press release was deferred by two days and 
issued to local press on 4 November 2024.  
The press release contained information on 
the Scheme, the consultation, and how to 
participate, was issued to the following local 
titles : 
• Daventry Express 
• Northampton Chronicle & Echo 
• Northamptonshire Evening Telegraph 
• Milton Keynes Citizen 
• The Bucks Herald (MK). 

No press release was issued to the national 
press, as a site notice was distributed to The 
Gazette and The Guardian.  
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 We will issue communications to key 
stakeholders, including local political 
representatives (Councillors and MPs) 
and parish council clerks representing 
wards, constituencies, and parishes 
within the PCZ to provide information 
about the proposals we are consulting 
on and invite them to take part in the 
consultation. 
 

Key stakeholders were emailed an overview of 
the Scheme, an invitation to participate in the 
consultation, and details on how to contact 
the project team. 

Statutory notices  
7.6 Statutory notices to publicise the 

consultation will be published, under 
the requirement set out in s48 of the 
Act:  
publicising the consultation–once in a 
national newspaper and twice (across 
two successive weeks) in local 
circulating newspapers. 
We will publicise the consultation in 
the following publications:  
National Newspapers: 
• The Guardian  
• London Gazette. 
Local newspapers: 
• Northamptonshire Telegraph  
• Milton Keynes Citizens  
• Times and Citizen (Bedfordshire). 
 

In accordance with S48, notices were 
published: 
Once in two national Newspapers on 31 
October 2024: 
• The Guardian  
• London Gazette.  

 
Twice across two successive weeks in locally 
circulating newspapers on 31 October and 7 
November 2024: 
• Northamptonshire Telegraph  
• Milton Keynes Citizen  
• Times and Citizen (Bedfordshire). 

 

‘Seldom-heard’ groups  
7.7 (Table 3) Older people:  

• Freepost and the freephone 
information line.  

• Providing important information in 
both digital and non-digital 
formats and providing alternate 
formats such as braille and large 
print (upon request).  

• Providing paper copies of 
materials at information point 
locations.  

• Face-to-face events at several 
locations, with members of the 

Freepost and a freephone information line 
were provided, and materials were made 
available in both digital and non-digital 
formats. 
 
While no requests were received for materials 
in alternative formats, these arrangements 
were in place throughout the consultation.  
 
Paper copies of materials were distributed to 
local information points, and face-to-face 
events were held with members of the project 
team available to assist attendees. 
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team available to assist with 
completing feedback responses. 

 

 

7.7 (Table 3) People with visual impairments: 
• Providing important information in 

both digital and non-digital 
formats and providing alternate 
formats such as dementia-friendly, 
braille and large print (upon 
request).  

• Option to enlarge text on the 
website.  

• Freephone information line.  
• Face-to-face events at several 

locations, with members of the 
team available to assist with 
completing feedback responses. 

Materials were provided in both digital and 
non-digital formats, with alternative formats 
such as braille, large print, and dementia-
friendly versions available upon request.  
 
While no requests were received for materials 
in alternative formats, these arrangements 
were in place throughout the consultation. 
 
The Scheme website included an option to 
enlarge text, and a freephone information line 
was provided.  
 
Face-to-face events were held at several 
locations, where members of the team were 
available to assist attendees. 
 

7.7 (Table 3) People with limited mobility: 
• Directly mailing the consultation 

leaflet to all stakeholders within 
the PCZ and provide details of how 
to access paper copies of other 
consultation documents and 
provide feedback by online and by 
post.  

• Online engagement webinars to 
negate the need for travel to 
public events.  

• Freephone information line and 
freepost. 

 

The consultation leaflet was directly mailed to 
all stakeholders within the PCZ and online 
engagement webinars were offered to negate 
the need for travel to public events. 
 
The venues for the consultation were selected 
based on their accessibility. The Applicant 
considered the availability of wheelchair 
access, parking for those who need to drive, 
and public transport for those unable to drive.  
 
A freephone information line and freepost 
service were made available throughout the 
consultation period. 

7.7 (Table 3) Geographically isolated individuals or 
communities: 
• Directly mailing the consultation 

leaflet to all stakeholders within 
the PCZ and providing details of 
how to access paper copies of 
other project documents and 
provide feedback by post. 

The consultation leaflet was directly mailed to 
all stakeholders within the PCZ, providing 
details on how to access paper copies of other 
project documents. This included details of 
how to contact the project team and request 
materials to be sent via post.  
 
Stakeholders were also informed of the 
availability of telephone callbacks.  
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• Advertising the availability of 
telephone callbacks for 
stakeholders with further 
questions or who would like to 
discuss the Scheme further with 
the development team. 

 
7.7 (Table 3) People with hearing impairments:  

• Directly mailing the consultation 
newsletter to all stakeholders 
within the PCZ and providing 
details of how to access paper 
copies of other project documents 
and provide feedback by post.  

• Online engagement through the 
consultation website. 

• Providing important information in 
both digital and non-digital 
formats and providing alternate 
formats such as braille and large 
print (upon request).  

• Automated subtitles will be 
available at webinars to ensure 
each session is accessible 

The consultation newsletter was directly 
mailed to all stakeholders within the PCZ.  
 
The Scheme website offered a digital platform 
for engagement, allowing individuals to access 
information on the Scheme and download 
copies of the consultation materials.  
 
Materials were also made available in both 
digital and non-digital formats, with 
arrangements in place to provide alternate 
formats such as braille and large print upon 
request. 
 
The Livestorm platform enabled automated 
subtitles to be available for all webinar events.  

Enquiry channels  
7.8  The following enquiry channels were 

available throughout the consultation 
for members of the community and 
other stakeholders to contact the 
development team, ask questions, 
request further information or request 
printed copies of consultation 
materials and documents.  
 
These communication channels 
continue to be active throughout the 
pre-application period. 
• Telephone: 0800 012 9882  

from 9 am–5:30 pm weekdays 
(with an answerphone facility to 
take messages outside these 
hours).  

Enquiry channels were monitored throughout 
the consultation period and responses were 
issued to stakeholders where required.  
 
The project team provided substantive 
responses within 10 working days. In 
exceptional circumstances where this was not 
possible, stakeholders were notified and a 
holding response was sent.  
 
Responses to postal enquiries were issued 
within 10 working days and requests for 
printed copies of consultation materials and 
documents were fulfilled.  
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• Email: Info@greenhillsolar.co.uk 
People can email 24 hours a day, 
with emails being monitored 
between 9 am and 5:30 pm 
weekdays. We will aim to 
acknowledge all emails received as 
soon as practicable and will 
endeavour to provide a 
substantive response within 10 
working days of receipt.  

• Post: FREEPOST GREEN HILL SOLAR 
FARM Should enquiries received 
via post require a response, this 
will be issued within 10 working 
days of receipt.  

• Urgent enquiries should be 
directed to the Scheme’s email 
address or freephone line. 

 
Responding to consultation 
8.1 Between 7 November 2024 and 19 

December 2024, people will be able to 
submit their feedback relating to the 
Scheme. All responses must be 
received by 11:59 pm on the closing 
date.  

Responses to the consultation were received 
between 7 November 2024 and 19 December 
2024. 
 
Discretionary extensions were granted on a 
case-by-case basis to consultees contacted 
under s42 who expressed concerns about 
meeting the deadline of 11:59 pm on 19 
December. A small number of new land 
interests were identified within the statutory 
consultation period; extensions to ensure that 
any new PIL had a minimum of 6 weeks to 
respond to consultation was provided when 
notifying these new PILs of the statutory 
consultation. 
An additional three-week period was allowed 
for postal feedback. 
 

8.1 Responses received after that date may 
not be considered. We will allow an 
additional two-week period to receive 
responses via post. 

Feedback received by post was accounted for 
during an additional three-week period 
following the close of the consultation. 
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This extension was advertised on the website 
prior to the consultation deadline. 
 

8.1 Consultation responses can be made in 
the following ways: 
• Completing the feedback form 

online, which can be accessed via 
the Scheme website: 
www.greenhillsolar.co.uk  

• Completing a printed feedback 
form, which can be collected from 
a consultation event or local 
information point, or on request 
by contacting the development 
team.  

• Completed forms can be handed 
to the development team at 
events, scanned and emailed back 
to info@greenhillsolar.co.uk, or 
sent to FREEPOST GREEN HILL 
SOLAR FARM (no stamp or further 
details required).  

• Emailing comments to 
info@greenhillsolar.co.uk.  

• Writing to us at FREEPOST GREEN 
HILL SOLAR FARM (no stamp or 
further details required). 

 

Feedback channels remained open and were 
monitored throughout the consultation 
period.  
 
All feedback received through these channels 
has been noted and transcribed.  
The feedback received was provided to the 
design and environmental assessment team to 
be taken into consideration.  

8.1 
 
 
 

In exceptional circumstances, we will 
take feedback over the phone, 
however this will need to be arranged 
in advance. 
 

While no requests were made for feedback to 
be given over the phone, these arrangements 
were in place throughout the consultation. 
 

8.2 We will have a record and regard to all 
comments received during the 
consultation.  
 

All feedback received within the allotted 
consultation period is being carefully reviewed 
and taken into account.  
 
Further evidence of this process, including 
how comments have been considered, will be 
detailed in the forthcoming Consultation 
Report. 
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5. Responses to statutory consultation  
 

5.1 Feedback analysis 
 

5.1.1 The Applicant is currently in the process of analysing all responses received as part of the statutory 
consultation and will produce a Consultation Report as part of the DCO application.  
 

5.1.2 The report will be produced in accordance with s37(3)(c) of the Act and will evidence that the 
consultation responses have been taken into account during the preparation of the application.  
 

5.1.3 All the feedback received during the consultation period will be considered directly by the Applicant. 
5.1.4 The feedback will be categorised into ‘issues’ to enable the Applicant to respond to the issues raised 

and state the regard given to the responses received in the Consultation Report.  

5.2 Response from host and neighbouring local councils 
 

5.2.1 The Applicant is currently reviewing the responses from host and neighbouring councils. A brief 
summary of the responses from the local councils can be found in the table below: 

 

Local Council  Summary of the response to the consultation 

North 
Northamptonshire 
Council (NNC) 

NNC noted the proposals for the Scheme.  

NNC welcomed the proposed mitigation measures to reduce impact on 
residential areas/ villages. 

NNC requested the Applicant reconsider the land allocation within Green 
Hill E to reduce the proximity of solar arrays to residential areas and 
supports ongoing exploration of alternative layouts as the project 
progresses. 

NNC’s response to the technical assessments was:  

o Socio-economics: NNC requests consideration of cable theft in 
consultation with Northamptonshire Police. 

o Human Health: Request for clarity on about potential increases 
in CCTV and surveillance, and the cumulative impact on health 
should be continued to be considered. Measures to improve 
health and wellbeing and Increasing Public Rights of Way 
(PROW) Is supported.  

o Arboriculture: Noted areas of arboricultural significance near 
sites and welcomed the approach in the PEIR and approach set 
out in the Outline Method Statement. NNC noted the proposals 
for additional planting across the scheme and that this will be In 
places within the Sites that support longevity of the planting.  

o Agricultural Impact: NNC suggests avoiding development on Best 
and Most Versatile (BMV) agricultural land to minimize soil 
impact. 
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o Electromagnetic Fields: NNC supports further surveys on 
electromagnetic fields and conservative setback distances for 
cable design. 

o Major Accidents: A further risk assessment is needed once the 
cable route is defined. 

o Other Environmental Matters: Lighting and pipeline issues 
should be addressed in other chapters, with a focus on ecology 
and landscape. 

o Cumulative Effects: NNC agrees with the methodology and 
ongoing discussions about cumulative impacts, with additional 
projects suggested for consideration. 

• Consultation: there were no comments on the adequacy of the 
consultation.  

 

West 
Northamptonshire 
Council (WNC) 

WNC responded to specific elements of the Scheme. These include:  

• In a joint response with NNC, WNC commented on the Surface 
Water Drainage Assessment:  

o Lack of Topography data–WNC requested topography 
plan. 

o The drainage strategy does not provide enough 
information on how the water will be drained should the 
system, or part of it should fail. WNC and NNC requested 
clarity on the strategy for drainage without damage to 
residential properties and local biodiversity.  

o WNC and NNC would like to see a WinDES modelling (or 
similar) that will simulate storms through the whole 
drainage system, with results of critical storms, 
demonstrating that there is no surcharge in the system 
for the 1 in 1 year, no above ground flooding for the 1 in 
30 year, and that any above-ground flooding for 1 in 100 
year storm is limited to areas designated and safe to 
flood, away from sensitive infrastructure or buildings.  

o If discharge is to an ordinary watercourse, evidence will 
need to be provided to ensure that the system can 
accept the proposed flows to an acceptable downstream 
point without increasing risk to others.  

o The drainage calculations will need to include an analysis 
of the effects on the drainage system if the outfall is 
likely to be surcharged during flooding events 

• Noise and Vibration–Concerns regarding the level of noise 
during the nighttime, and requested clarity on the noise 
modelling survey. WNC will seek to place conditions on the: 
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o Site working hours including construction. 
o Construction Management Plan (CMP) to include noise, 

dust and mud control. 
o No burning during site preparation, demolition or 

construction works. 
o Noise assessment and reduction. 

• Archaeology: WNC made the following comments:  
o Assessments of the archaeological assets and historic 

landscape character and advised a full assessment of 
potential setting issues is undertaken, and the results 
included in a Heritage Statement that will inform the 
Cultural Heritage chapter of the ES, and is used to 
develop the mitigation strategies. 

o WNC are satisfied that the designated heritage assets 
within the WNC area that are likely to be affected by the 
proposals have been scoped in the Green Hill Solar Farm 
Heritage Scoping Tables.  

o Only one of the 3 listed buildings in the group of The Old 
Rectory (1075355), Rectory Farmhouse (1025896) and 
The Old Farmhouse and Attached Stables (1534758) is 
scoped in for further assessment, for the area of 
Overstone. These assets have group value so the 
assessment needs to consider them all, and their 
associated outbuildings, site layouts and wider 
agricultural setting, which form part of their significance. 
WNC officer have requested an assessment of 
cumulative impact with other new development in the 
immediate area to be carried out. 

o The scoping tables include non-designated heritage 
assets for the WNC area–these are archaeological assets 
that are recorded in the HER. WNC officers have 
assessed it against its own Local List of non-designated 
heritage assets and have not identified any that are 
likely to be affected.  

o The proposed layouts also include areas of ‘ecological 
mitigation/agricultural land’ at sensitive edges provide 
an opportunity for enhanced landscaping and additional 
screening (e.g. field AF21at the north-east corner of Site 
A, which is the closest to the grade II listed White Lodge 
Farm). Proper regard should be had to the impact of loss 
of screening as a result of removing sections of 
established hedgerow to create new or widen existing 
site accesses. 
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• Local Highways Authority within WNC made the following 
observations and comments: 

o The impact of the construction in the local area, 
particularly on the local traffic. This will need to be 
addressed in the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
and a Transport Assessment (TA) and Construction 
Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) will be provided later 
with further detail. 

o The citing of suitable access arrangements for each of 
the individual sites should be based on; road safety 
considerations (e.g. provision of suitable visibility splays, 
vehicle flows and speeds, vehicle swept path analysis 
and road geometry) and operational considerations (e.g. 
construction and operational periods, type of vehicles, 
frequency, service / delivery routes, avoidance of 
sensitive areas). 

o Detailed site access plans should be provided, showing 
boundaries and ensuring visibility splays meet current 
standards. The access routes should accommodate both 
construction and operational vehicles, and vehicle swept 
path analysis may be necessary. 

o Various public rights of way (PROW) could be impacted 
by the proposals, thus it would need to consider 
potential impacts on active travel modes / crossings / 
connections.  

o For cable route construction within the public highway, a 
Section 50 licence is required, along with coordination 
with the New Roads and Street Works Act (NRSWA) 
team. 

• Consultation: there were no comments on the adequacy of the 
consultation.  

 

Milton Keynes City 
Council (MKCC) 

A brief summary of the response from MKCC. 

The response specific to Green Hill G includes:  

• Climate Change : MKCC suggests using the Climate Change Risk 
Assessment from the Carbon and Climate Study for the Draft 
Milton Keynes City Plan 2050 Evidence Base. They also 
recommend the developer create a Site Waste Management 
Plan and use modular construction methods to minimize waste. 

• Landscape and Visual: The site impinges on the Ouse Valley 
Special Landscape Area, which is identified in the Draft Milton 
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Keynes City Plan 2050, evidence base, which is yet to be 
adopted. 

• Ecology and Biodiversity: The assessment should consider 
nearby Biological Notification Sites and Milton Keynes Wildlife 
Corridors. An initial Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) assessment 
should be provided, and the 10% target should be clarified. 
Monitoring of bat activity during operations is recommended, 
along with restrictions on use of machinery for badger setts. 
Early engagement with District Licence Officers for Great Crested 
Newts is advised. 

• Hydrology, Flood Risk, and Drainage: Measures should manage 
surface water runoff, especially in Lavendon, and comply with 
Plan:MK policy requiring a 9m buffer to watercourses. 

• Cultural Heritage: MK policy reference needs to be updated to 
Plan: MK 2016-2031. 

• Transport and Access: MKCC recommends that the transport 
consultant provide a scoping note for the Transport Assessment 
and consider a permissive route to link FP5 and BW2. 

• Cumulative Impacts: No significant cumulative impacts from 
other permissions or applications in MKCC. 

• Consultation: there were no comments on the adequacy of 
consultation.  In feedback MKCC stated they had issues accessing 
the consultation materials through the direct link provided, but 
provided feedback both from the consultation materials 
available on the website, and from consultation materials 
provided in May 2024.  
 

Bedford Borough 
Council (BBC) 

A brief summary of the response from BBC includes:  

• Planning Performance Agreement (PPA): BBC acknowledges that 
they may need to hire external consultants to respond to the 
technical PEIR due to a lack of in-house expertise, but 
discussions have not yet occurred with the Promotor. 

• Chapter 3: BBC suggests updating certain sections to align with 
guidance from the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits Special 
Protection Area Supplementary Planning Document (SPD), 
Ramsar Guidance, and Natural England’s Impact Risk Zones. The 
location of the Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) should be 
specified as it is in a functional flood zone of the Special 
Protection Area (SPA), Ramsar and Sites of Specia Scientific 
Interest (SSSI). 

• Chapter 4: BBC has concerns about the proposed permissive 
paths, decommissioning plans, and landscape impacts across the 
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60 year development. They also raise issues with the cable 
corridor’s width, the protection of hedgerows, and site access. 
The operational phase should consider BESS and solar panel 
replacement impacts. 

• Chapter 5: BBC requests evidence of how sites were assessed for 
their national and international landscape designations. 

• Chapter 6: BBC recommends referencing additional guidance, 
including National Policy Statements And Waste Electrical and 
Electronic Equipment Regulations 2013 for electrical networks 
and fire safety regulations for grid-scale battery energy storage. 

• PRoW (Public Rights of Way): BBC requests a condition survey, 
confirmation of legal permissive rights for new routes, and 
details of how the routes will be managed and maintained. They 
also highlight the need for temporary closures during 
construction and for the paths to be multi-use and suitable for 
walkers, cyclists, and equestrians. 

• Cumulative Effects: BBC notes two other projects, Lime Kiln and 
Bottom Railway, that may be relevant to cumulative effects, with 
Scoping Opinions already issued for both. 

• Consultation: there were no comments on the adequacy of the 
consultation.  
 



  
[Adequacy of Milestone Report, February 2025]  

 
 

 51 

6. Next Steps 
6.1.1 The Applicant is currently considering the responses from local councils as part of the ongoing design 

process and assessing how potential impacts of the Scheme can be avoided, managed or mitigated 
and how this mitigation should be secured through requirements in the DCO application that is 
submitted, while taking onboard suggestions where possible and appropriate. 
 

6.1.2 All feedback submitted during the statutory consultation will be responded to within the 
Consultation Report and included within the document with all personal details redacted. We will 
take reasonable care to comply with the requirements of the Data Protection Act 2018 and the 
Planning Inspectorate’s Privacy Policy. 
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7. Appendices 
 
Appendix 1–Full list of stakeholders  
 
North Northampton Council  

• Leader of the Council 
• Vice-Chair 
• Executive Portfolio Holder for Highways, Travel and Assets 
• Executive Portfolio Holder for Growth & Regeneration 
• Executive Portfolio Holder for Climate & Green Environment 
• Ward councillors from 

o Earls Barton 
o Brickhill and Queensway 
o Hatton Park 
o Croyland and Swanspool 
o Irchester 
o Burton and Broughton 
o Finedon 
o Rothwell and Mawsley 

 
West Northamptonshire Council 

• Leader of the Council 
• Deputy Leader of the Council  
• Cabinet Member for Housing, Culture and Leisure 
• Cabinet Member for Environment, Transport, Highways and Waste  
• Cabinet Member for Strategic Planning, built Environment and Rural Affairs  
• Cabinet Member for Economic Development, Town Centre Regeneration and Growth 
• Ward councillors from 

o Moulton 
o Long Buckby 
o Hackleton and Grange Park 
o Riverside Park 
o Billing and Rectory Farm 
o Talavera 
o Boothville and Parklands 
o Kingsthorpe South 
o Kingsthorpe North 
o Dallington Spencer 
o Duston West and St Crispin 
o Bugbrooke 
o Brixworth 

 
Milton Keynes City Council  

• Leader of the Council (includes Planning) 
• Deputy Leader, Cabinet Member for Community Safety (Labour and Cooperative Party) 
• Cabinet member for Economy, Sustainability and Innovation (includes Climate Change) 
• Cabinet Member for Public Realm (includes Highways) 
• Ward councillors from:  

o Olney 
o Newport Pagnell North & Hanslope 
o Newport Pagnell South 
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o Broughton 
o Stantonbury 

 
Bedford Borough Council  
 

• Ward councillors from: 
o Harrold  
o Sharnbrook 
o Bromham 

 
Parish Councils 
 

• Bozeat Parish Council   
• Brixworth Parish Council  
• Broughton Parish Council  
• Castle Ashby Parish Council    
• Cogenhoe and Whiston  
• Earls Barton Parish Council    
• Easton Maudit Parish Council   
• Ecton Parish Council    
• Great Cransley Parish Council  
• Great Doddington Parish Council    
• Grendon Parish Council   
• Hannington Parish Council  
• Hardwick Parish Council    
• Holcot Parish Council   
• Lamport and Hanging Houghton Parish Council  
• Little Harrowden Parish Council 
• Loddington Parish Council  
• Mawsley Parish Council  
• Mears Ashby Parish Council    
• Moulton Parish Council    
• Northampton Town Council 
• Old Parish Council  
• Orlingbury Parish Council  
• Overstone Parish Council    
• Pytchley Parish Council  
• Scadwell Parish Council  
• Strixton Parish Council  
• Sywell Parish Council    
• Walgrave Parish Council   
• Wellingborough Town Council    
• Wilby Parish Council    
• Wollaston Parish Council    
• Yardley Hastings Parish Council    

 
Technical stakeholders  
 

• British International Freight Association  
• English Heritage  
• Historic England  
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• Logistics UK  
• Natural England  
• North Northampton Council Planning Officers  
• West Northampton Council Planning Officers  
• Wildlife Trust for Beds, Cambs and Northants 

 
Community Groups 
 

• Age UK Northamptonshire  
• Animals – Wellingborough Eco Group  
• Brixworth Community Church  
• Brixworth Community Larder  
• Brixworth History Society  
• Brixworth Wombles  
• Clean Walgrave  
• Climate Action – West Northamptonshire  
• Eastern District North Social Club  
• Friends of Northants Green Activism  
• Great Doddington Working Men’s Club  
• Hardy Plant Society Northamptonshire Group  
• Helping Hands – Wellingborough  
• Holcot and Walgrave Scouts  
• Lakeside Club  
• Mears Ashby Cricket Club  
• Mind Northamptonshire  
• Moulton Club 
• Nene Valley Bat Group  
• Northampton Young Farmers Club  
• Northamptonshire ACRE  
• Rectory Farm Residents’ Association  
• St James Working Mens Club  
• Staunch  
• Walgrave Neighbourhood Watch  
• Walgrave Women’s Institute  
• Wellingborough Black Consortium  
• Wellingborough Climate Action Project  
• Wellingborough LGBT Group  
• Wildlife Trust for Beds, Cambs and Northants  
• Young Peoples Trust for the Environment  
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Appendix 2–Primary Consultation Zone in June 2024  
 
The PCZ below covers circa 8,000 residential and business addresses.  
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Appendix 3–Introductory Newsletter–June 2024  
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Appendix 4–Section 48 notices  
 
London Gazette, page 1 
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London Gazette, page 2 
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Guardian Newspaper  
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Northants Telegraph  
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MK Citizen  
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Bedfordshire Times and Citizen  
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Appendix 5–Request for consultation leaflet to be displayed at parishes  
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Appendix 6-Section 42 Consultees–November 2024  
 

• Advanced Electricity Networks Ltd  
• Aidien Ltd  
• Anglian Water  
• Aurora Utilities Ltd  
• Bedford Borough Council  
• Bedford Borough Council  
• Bedfordshire Fire and Rescue Service  
• Bedfordshire Police and Crime Commissioner  
• Beds, Cambs and Northants Wildlife Trust 
• Billing Parish Council  
• Boughton Parish Council  
• Bozeat Parish Council  
• Brafield on the Green Parish Council  
• Brixworth Parish Council  
• Broughton Parish Council  
• Buckinghamshire CC 
• Buckinghamshire Fire and Rescue Service  
• Cadent Gas Limited  
• Carlton with Chellington Parish Council  
• Castle Ashby Parish Council  
• Central Bedfordshire 
• Cherwell 
• Civil Aviation Authority  
• Civil Aviation Authority  
• Clifton Reynes and Newton Blossomville Parish Council  
• CNG Services Ltd  
• Cogenhoe and Whiston Parish Council  
• Consultee 
• Consultee 
• Denton Parish Council  
• Duston Parish Council  
• Earls Barton Parish Council  
• East Midlands Ambulance Service NHS Trust  
• East Midlands Ambulance Service NHS Trust  
• East of England Ambulance Service NHS Trust  
• East of England Ambulance Service NHS Trust  
• Easton Maudit Airfield  
• Eclipse Power Network Limited  
• Ecton Parish Council  
• Energy Assets Networks Limited  
• Energy Assets Pipelines Limited  
• ES Pipelines Ltd  
• ESP Connections Ltd  
• ESP Electricity Limited  
• ESP Networks Ltd  
• ESP Pipelines Ltd  
• Far Cotton and Delapre Community Council  
• Finedon Town Council  
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• Fulcrum Electricity Assets Limited  
• Fulcrum Pipelines Limited  
• Great Cransley Parish Council  
• Great Doddington Parish Council  
• Great Harrowden Parish Council  
• Great Houghton Parish Council  
• Grendon Parish Council  
• GTC Pipelines Limited  
• Hackleton Parish Council  
• Hannington Parish Council  
• Harborough 
• Hardingstone Parish Council  
• Hardwick Parish Council  
• Harlaxton Energy Networks Limited  
• Harlaxton Gas Networks Limited  
• Harlestone Manor Parish Council  
• Harlestone Parish Council  
• Harrold Parish Council  
• Health and Safety Executive  
• Historic England  
• Holcot Parish Council  
• Hold Farm Airfield  
• Homes England  
• Hunsbury Meadows Parish Council  
• Huntingdonshire 
• Independent Distribution Connection Specialists Ltd  
• Independent Pipelines Limited  
• Independent Power Networks Limited  
• Indigo Pipelines Limited  
• Indigo Power Limited  
• Inovyn Enterprises Ltd  
• Irchester Parish Council  
• Irthlingborough Town Council  
• Kingsthorpe Parish Council  
• Lamport and Hanging Houghton Parish Council  
• Last Mile Electricity Ltd  
• Last Mile Gas Ltd  
• Lavendon Parish Council  
• Leep Electricity Networks Limited  
• Leep Gas Networks Limited  
• Little Harrowden Parish Council  
• Little Houghton Parish Council  
• Loddington Parish Council  
• Mawsley Parish Council  
• Mears Ashby Parish Council  
• Milton Keynes City Council  
• Milton Keynes City Council  
• Moulton Parish Council  
• Mua Electricity Limited  
• Mua Gas Limited  
• National Gas  
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• National Grid Electricity Distribution (East Midlands) Limited  
• National Grid Electricity System Operation Limited  
• National Grid Electricity Transmission Plc  
• National Highways  
• National Highways Historical Railways Estate  
• Natural England  
• NHS Bedfordshire, Luton and Milton Keynes Integrated Care Board  
• NHS England  
• NHS England  
• NHS Northamptonshire Integrated Care Board  
• North Northamptonshire Council  
• North Northamptonshire Council  
• Northampton Town Council  
• Northamptonshire Fire and Rescue Service  
• Northamptonshire Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner  
• Northern Gas Networks Limited  
• Odell Parish Council  
• Old Parish Council  
• Olney Town Council  
• Optimal Power Networks Limited  
• Orlingbury Parish Council  
• Overstone Parish Council  
• Peterborough 
• Pitsford Airfield Pitsford Parish Council  
• Podington Parish Council  
• Pytchley Parish Council  
• Quadrant Pipelines Limited  
• Ravenstone Parish Council  
• Royal Mail Group  
• Rugby 
• Rushden Town Council  
• Rutland 
• Scaldwell Parish Council  
• Scotland Gas Networks Plc  
• South Central Ambulance Service NHS Foundation Trust  
• South Central Ambulance Service NHS Foundation Trust  
• South Kesteven 
• Southern Gas Networks Plc  
• Stark Infra-Electricity Ltd  
• Stark Infra-Electricity Ltd  
• Stratford-on-Avon 
• Strixton Parish Council  
• Sywell Aerodrome 
• Sywell Parish Council  
• Thames Valley Police and Crime Commissioner  
• The Canal and River Trust  
• The Canal and River Trust  
• The Crown Estate  
• The Electricity Network Company Limited  
• The Environment Agency  
• The Environment Agency  
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• The Forestry Commission–East & East Midlands 
• Turvey Parish Council  
• UK Power Distribution Limited  
• United Kingdom Health Security Agency  
• Upton Parish Council  
• Utility Assets Limited  
• Vattenfall Networks Limited  
• Walgrave Parish Council  
• Wellingborough Town Council  
• West Hunsbury Parish Council  
• West Northamptonshire Council  
• West Northamptonshire Council  
• Weston Underwood Parish Council  
• Wilby Parish Council  
• William Pitt Airfield  
• Wollaston Parish Council  
• Yardley Hastings Parish Council  
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Appendix 7–Locations of Site Notices  
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Appendix 8–Responses from LPAs on the draft Statement of Community Consultation  
 
Response from Milton Keynes City Council  
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Response from North Northamptonshire Council  
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Response from West Northamptonshire Council  
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Appendix 9: Notice to Planning Inspectorate under Section 46 of the Planning Act 2008 

 



  
[Adequacy of Milestone Report, February 2025]  

 
 

 83 

 



  
[Adequacy of Milestone Report, February 2025]  

 
 

 84 

 



  
[Adequacy of Milestone Report, February 2025]  

 
 

 85 

 


	cover 5.2
	GH5.2 CR_Appendix_Statement of Compliance
	1.1 The Planning Act 2008
	1.2 Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) Regulations 2009
	1.3 Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017
	1.4 Planning Act 2008: Pre-application stage for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (April 2024)

	GH5.2 Appendix 1 GHSF Adequacy of Consultation Report _ Apr 2025 (2)
	1. Introduction
	1.1 Purpose of this document
	1.1.1 This Adequacy of Consultation Milestone Report (‘the Report’) has been prepared on behalf of Green Hill Solar Limited (the ‘Applicant’) under the Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities’ (now Ministry of Housing, Communities and Loc...
	1.1.2 The Applicant proposes to apply to the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero (the ‘SoS’), under Section 37 of the Planning Act 20081F  (‘the Act’) for a Development Consent Order (a ‘DCO’) for the Green Hill Solar Farm (‘the Scheme...
	1.1.3 The Scheme consists of an electricity generating station with a capacity of over 50 megawatts (‘MW’) consisting of ground-mounted solar arrays and associated development, the latter comprising: energy storage, grid connection infrastructure and ...
	1.1.4 The Scheme comprises two main elements:
	1.1.5 The Sites are largely characterised by agricultural fields, hedgerows and scattered trees and occasional area of woodland.
	1.1.6 The Sites are located across several parishes:
	 Green Hill A and A.2 are situated in the parishes of Old and Walgrave in West Northamptonshire. Green Hill A is located approximately 300 m east of Old and 600 m north of Walgrave, while Green Hill A.2 is located approximately 900 m east of Walgrave.
	 Green Hill B is located within the parish of Holcot in West Northamptonshire, approximately 850 m south of Holcot and 1.2 km north-east of Moulton.
	 Green Hill C is located within parishes of Sywell and Mears Ashby in North Northamptonshire, approximately 1.5 km northeast of Sywell.
	 Green Hill D is located within the parish of Mears Ashby in North Northamptonshire, immediately to the north of the village of Mears Ashby.
	 Green Hill E is located within the parish of Mears Ashby and Wilby in North Northamptonshire, approximately 500 m north of Earls Barton.
	 Green Hill F is located within the parishes of Easton Maudit and Bozeat in North Northamptonshire, close to the village of Easton Maudit and approximately 300 m west of the village of Bozeat.
	 Green Hill G is located within the parishes of Warrington and Lavendon in Milton Keynes, approximately 600 m northwest of Lavendon.
	 Green Hill BESS is located within the parish of Grendon, North Northamptonshire, approximately 600 m northwest of Grendon. Green Hill BESS is adjacent to the existing National Grid Substation at Grendon.
	1.1.7 In addition to the Guidance introduced in April 2024, the Planning Inspectorate issued the Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects: 2024 Pre-application Prospectus2F  (‘the Prospectus’) in May 2024. Both the Guidance and the Prospectus se...
	1.1.8 The Report provides the Applicant with an opportunity to outline the stages of consultation that have taken place to date and demonstrate compliance with the Statement of Community Consultation (‘SoCC’) and the Programme Document.
	1.1.9 In paragraph 025 of the Guidance, the Report is described as “a short statement of the elements of consultation which have been carried out compared with the components set out in the Programme Document and the SoCC”. The report is intended to b...
	1.1.10 The Applicant is committed to carrying out meaningful, statutory pre-application consultation and engagement with the local community in the vicinity of the Application, as well as landowners, businesses, parish councils, elected representative...


	2. Scheme Overview
	2.1 The Scheme
	2.1.1 The Scheme would cover approximately 1,200 hectares (excluding the Cable Route Search Area) of nine sites (Green Hill A to G and Green Hill BESS) across the administrative areas of West Northamptonshire Council, North Northamptonshire Council, a...
	2.1.2 The Scheme comprises:
	2.1.3 The proposed DCO will, among other things, authorise:
	2.1.4 Green Hill Solar Farm is an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) development for the purposes of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017. This means that the proposed works involved constitute development ...
	2.1.5 The Environmental Statement will provide a detailed description of the Green Hill Solar Farm and its likely significant environmental effects. Preliminary information compiled about the proposed Scheme’s likely significant environmental effects ...

	2.2 The need for Green Hill Solar Farm
	2.2.1 The UK has set ambitious climate change targets to achieve net zero carbon emissions by 2050 and to ensure that the energy supply remains secure, reliable, and affordable. Currently, around 17 GW of solar energy has been installed across the UK,...
	2.2.2 The National Policy Statement for Energy (EN-1), which sets out the government’s policy for delivery of major energy infrastructure, specifies renewable energy infrastructure development as a critical national priority.4F
	2.2.3 The National Policy Statement for Energy (EN-3) states “there is an urgent need for new electricity generating capacity to meet our energy objectives” and Section 2.10 of the Statement sets out the need for solar-photovoltaic generation to meet ...
	2.2.4 The Scheme is designed to supply a power output of 500 MW to the National Grid, which would provide a substantial source of electricity to the country, equivalent to powering approximately 115,000 households annually.


	3. Consultation and engagement overview
	3.1 Consultation approach
	3.1.1 The Applicant has engaged with stakeholders and the community in line with the requirements set out in the Act, along with the Guidance on pre-application consultation published by the Government, as well as the Planning Inspectorate’s Advice No...
	3.1.2 The approach to consultation consists of two broad phases:
	 Initial engagement and consultation workshops (non-statutory) held between January and September 2024.
	 Public (statutory) consultation period lasting six weeks from 7 November to 19 December 2024.
	3.1.3 A summary of the initial engagement and consultation workshops, also referred to as non-statutory consultation, and the public (statutory) consultation is provided in Section 3.2 and Section 3.5

	3.2 Initial engagement
	3.2.1 The primary aim of the Applicant’s initial engagement was to introduce our early-stage proposals for the Scheme, including the early environmental assessments and site selection work carried out to date. During this initial stage of engagement, ...
	3.2.2 The letter invited stakeholders to an introductory briefing on the Scheme. The Applicant met with planning officers and local councillors from North Northamptonshire Council, planning officers from West Northamptonshire Council and appropriate p...
	3.2.3 In January 2024, the Applicant met with local councillors and conducted three joint briefings to local parish/town councils. The Applicant presented to:

	3.3 Non-statutory Consultation (March–May 2024)
	3.3.1 In early 2024, the Applicant met with stakeholders from West Northamptonshire Council, North Northamptonshire Council and Milton Keynes City Council, community groups and technical stakeholders to present initial ideas for the Scheme.
	3.3.2 A full list of stakeholders invited to the early engagement workshops can be found in Appendix 1.
	3.3.3 This was conducted through consultation workshops, as part of the non-statutory consultation. We held a series of consultation workshops (formerly known as ‘co:design’ workshops) with local stakeholders, by invitation, between March and May 2024...
	3.3.4 Five consultation workshops were held in March and May 2024. These consisted of the following stakeholder groups:
	3.3.5 The fifth workshop was held in May 2024 following the inclusion of additional land in Milton Keynes, namely Green Hill G. The session was conducted in the same format as the workshops in March.
	3.3.6 A summary of the collaboration workshops can be found in the Green Hill Solar Farm Early Engagement Workshop Summary Report, available on the Scheme website.8F
	3.3.7 This report was shared with stakeholders (Appendix 1) via email and sent to members of the Scheme mailing list via e-newsletter on 30 September 2024.
	3.3.8 Following the final workshop, the Applicant presented to members of North Northamptonshire Council, at the request of the Executive Director for Place and Economy.
	3.3.9 The outcomes of the workshops were used to shape the proposals for the Scheme for the public consultation.
	3.3.10 In June 2024, to raise awareness of the Scheme, we notified the wider public of the intention to develop Green Hill Solar Farm by publicising the Scheme to residential and business properties within a defined Non-statutory Primary Consultation ...
	3.3.11 This newsletter contained information on the Scheme and details on how to contact the project team, such as the website, email address, and freephone information telephone line for those wishing to find out more. The PCZ extended up to 1 km fro...
	3.3.12 The newsletter ensured residents were clear about the communication channels so that they could contact the project with any questions at all times throughout the project duration.
	3.3.13 The PCZ for the non-statutory consultation contained 8,652 residential and business addresses.
	3.3.14 A press release was issued to local news outlets to maximise reach to the local communities on 30 May 2024. The press release was issued to the following local publications:
	3.3.15 The design of the Scheme taken forward for statutory consultation included the location of solar panels and associated development, provision of setbacks from public rights of way and other receptors, consideration of important views, and poten...
	3.3.16 Examples of the changes to the design following the feedback from the early engagement workshops include:

	3.4 Landowner Engagement
	3.4.1 As part of the initial project development phase, the Applicant identified and engaged with landowners close to the proposed Scheme boundaries.
	3.4.2 Landowners of properties neighbouring the Scheme and within the Cable Route Search Area were identified and sent a letter at the start of the non-statutory consultation informing them of the proposals for the proposed Scheme and inviting them to...
	3.4.3 Ahead of the statutory consultation, the Applicant carried out a diligent inquiry to identify all persons with an interest in land within the categories set out in s44 of the Act.
	3.4.4 The Applicant sought to identify the s44 consultees by undertaking a diligent enquiry before the statutory consultation commenced. This included reviewing the public data (e.g. the Land Registry), sending out a Land Interest Questionnaire, under...
	3.4.5 Prior to the consultation, the Applicant notified s44 consultees by issuing the following package of correspondence on 26 and 27 October 2024 in writing by post:
	3.4.6 In the event of unknown landowners, the Applicant initially issued unregistered site notices and made site visits to query ownership with locals. The Applicant also contacted PILs using identified contact details to query the ownership of any ad...
	3.4.7 The Applicant continues their diligent enquiry so that new PILS are identified at the earliest opportunity and such persons will be listed in the Book of Reference, which will be submitted as part of the DCO application. All persons identified a...

	3.5 Statutory Consultation (7 November–19 December 2024)
	3.5.1 Held in accordance with the Act, the pre-application statutory consultation aimed to ensure that the community, landowners, stakeholders and technical consultees had the opportunity to understand and influence the Applicant’s proposals.
	3.5.2 The statutory consultation was held for six weeks from Thursday 7 November to Thursday 19 December 2024.
	3.5.3 The consultation sought feedback on all aspects of the Applicant’s plans for the Scheme including:
	3.5.4 The Scheme devised a new PCZ for the statutory consultation within the area of the host local planning authorities of North Northamptonshire, West Northamptonshire and Milton Keynes, and the neighbouring authority of Bedford Borough Council.
	3.5.5 The PCZ extended up to 2 km from the Scheme’s site boundaries (within which the solar arrays and associated development would be located) and 1 km from the Cable Route Search Area (within which the electrical cables connecting the sites and Gren...
	3.5.6 The changes to the PCZ were considered sufficient to engage with members of the local community who would be most impacted by the Scheme and who are most likely to operate within the vicinity of it.
	3.5.7 The figure below shows the new PCZ for the statutory consultation. The PCZ contains approximately 13,400 residential and business addresses.
	3.5.8 In addition to local residents and businesses in the vicinity of the Scheme (as defined by the PCZ), the Applicant consulted with the following groups (see Appendix 1 for the non-statutory consultee list):
	o host parish councils
	o host and neighbouring planning authorities
	o technical stakeholders, such as the Environment Agency and Historic England.
	o members of parliament
	o community groups, voluntary organisations, faith communities
	o environmental groups in the PCZ
	o schools and colleges in the PCZ
	o seldom-heard groups (see Section 4).
	3.5.9 Consultation was undertaken in line with the requirements of the Act and The Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) Regulations 2009. According to the requirements in section 42, section 47 and section 48 of the A...
	3.5.10 s48 of the Act requires the consultation to be publicised once in a national newspaper and twice in a locally circulated newspaper (Appendix 4).
	3.5.11 The s48 notices were advertised in the publications listed in the table below.
	3.5.12 The Applicant also requested parish councils and parish meetings to publicise the consultation on their notice boards (Appendix 5).
	3.5.13 Formal notifications were issued to stakeholders on 30 October 2024, as required by s42 of the Act.
	3.5.14 During the statutory consultation, the Applicant used a range of methods to ensure an inclusive, meaningful and open consultation. The consultation utilised digital and non-digital methods of communication to ensure it could be accessed by all ...
	3.5.15 As part of the statutory consultation, the Applicant hosted four in-person events and three online webinars for members of the public to engage with. The list of the consultation events can be found in the table below.
	3.5.16 In addition to the consultation events, the Applicant met with local stakeholders to present the proposals for the Scheme. The table below provides a list of the stakeholder briefings during the statutory consultation.
	3.5.17 The consultation materials used during the statutory consultation can be found in the table below.
	3.5.18 The enquiry channels listed in the table below were available throughout the consultation for members of the community and other stakeholders to contact the development team, ask questions, request further information, or request printed copies...
	3.5.19 The Applicant used a variety of methods to make people in the PCZ aware of the Scheme and advertise the consultation in addition to the activities already outlined. These methods included those in the table below.
	3.5.20 Respondents were able to provide their response in the following ways:
	 completing the feedback form online, which could be accessed via the Scheme website: www.greenhillsolar.co.uk
	 completing a printed feedback form, which could be collected from a consultation event or local information point, or on request by contacting the development team. Completed forms could be handed to the development team at events, scanned and email...
	 emailing comments to info@greenhillsolar.co.uk
	 writing to us at FREEPOST GREEN HILL SOLAR FARM (no stamp or further details required).
	3.5.21 A total of 529 responses were received during this round of engagement through the online feedback form, hard copy letters, emails and hard copy feedback forms.


	4. Developing the Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC)
	4.1 Informal consultation on the SoCC
	4.1.1 Ahead of conducting statutory consultation, a Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) was prepared, consulted on and published following the process as prescribed in s47 of the Act, prior to starting statutory consultation.
	4.1.2 The Applicant initially issued a notice to NNC and WNC outlining the planned engagement activities for the statutory consultation. This marked the beginning of the informal consultation on the SoCC.
	4.1.3 As Green Hill G was not included in the Scheme until May 2024, Milton Keynes City Council was not included in the initial informal consultation. However, Planning Officers were briefed on the approach to the statutory consultation during the bri...
	4.1.4 The notice to NNC and WNC included details of the proposed timeline for consultation, as well as key information about the development and the consultation strategy. The Applicant received acknowledgement of receipt, and no further comments or r...
	4.1.5 Following the close of the non-statutory consultation in September 2024, the Applicant began preparing the SoCC, building upon the principles and approach previously shared with the local authorities.
	4.1.6 The SoCC set out how the Applicant planned to consult and engage with the local community on the Proposed Development.

	4.2 SoCC consultation
	4.2.1 The Applicant identified North Northamptonshire Council, West Northamptonshire Council and Milton Keynes Council as the relevant host local authorities under s43(1) of the Act. These host authorities were formally consulted on the draft SoCC. Pa...
	4.2.2 In February 2024, the Applicant issued an informal notice to North Northamptonshire Council and West Northamptonshire Council. This notice outlined the Applicant’s intended approach to consultation and provided initial details regarding the draf...
	4.2.3 In accordance with Section 47 of the Act, the Applicant then formally consulted the host authorities on the draft SoCC.
	4.2.4 The draft SoCC was sent to North Northamptonshire Council, West Northamptonshire Council and Milton Keynes City Council on 9 August 2024, with a deadline for responses set for 20 September 2024.
	4.2.5 Milton Keynes City Council responded on 17 September 2024 confirming they had no objections and were satisfied with the proposed consultation approach.
	4.2.6 North Northamptonshire Council provided substantive comments, which included the comments from Grendon Parish Council and Irchester Parish Council, on 17 September 2024.
	4.2.7 West Northamptonshire Councils confirmed receipt of the draft SoCC and provided their comments on 20 September 2024.
	4.2.8 Following consultation, the Applicant reviewed and incorporated the feedback received where possible. A formal response was issued to host authorities on 5 November 2024, and the SoCC was published on 7 November 2024.
	4.2.9 The responses from LPAs on the draft SoCC can be found In Appendix 8.
	4.2.10 The table below outlines the key feedback received from North Northamptonshire Council, including the responses of the parishes within its jurisdiction and of West Northamptonshire Council regarding the Applicant’s approach to consultation, and...

	4.3 Duty to consult under Section 42 of the Planning Act 2008
	4.3.1 In relation to s42, the Applicant consulted the following ‘Section 42 Consultees’ (Appendix 6) about the proposed application:
	4.3.2 Section 42 also provides that an applicant must consult with the following consultees if the proposed development or land falls within the categories described:
	4.3.3 The Scheme is not located and does not include any land within Greater London. The Scheme will not affect and is not likely to affect any tidal waters. Whilst the Scheme is proposed to include a cable crossing of the River Nene, the river is not...
	4.3.4 Prior to commencing the statutory consultation, the Applicant issued the s42 consultees information on the statutory consultation in writing by post and/or email, depending on contact details available to the Applicant.

	4.4 Duty to notify the Planning Inspectorate of the proposed application under Section 46 of the Planning Act 2008
	4.4.1 Prior to commencing the statutory consultation, the Applicant notified the SoS of its intention to submit an application for development consent for the Scheme under s46 of the Act (Appendix 9).
	4.4.2 The notification was sent to the Planning Inspectorate electronically on 30 October 2024, including the following attachments:
	4.4.3 The Planning Inspectorate (PINS) on behalf of the SoS acknowledged receipt of the notification on 1 November 2024.

	4.5 Publicity under Section 47 of the Act
	4.5.1 In compliance with the publicity requirements of s47(6) of the Act, the SoCC was published in local news publications in advance of the consultation launch and issuing of the s48 notice. This notice provided information on how the Applicant inte...
	4.5.2 Section 47 notices were published as shown In the table below.
	4.5.3 Hard copies of the SoCC were placed at the following information points:
	4.5.4 The SoCC was also made available in hard copy at each of the consultation events held during the consultation period, and a digital version was viewable on the project website from 7 November 2024.

	4.6 Compliance with the SoCC
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